












For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THOUGHTS ON 


ENDING OF THE SABBATH. 
(Continued from p. 117.) 


was to be kept from evening to eve 
ning. 


day of the week, which is the Chris 
same manner. 


manner, observing the same bounda- 
iM lines, we do not, in a proper sense, 
ceep the first day of the week. God 
@ himself made the week, and establish- 


the sun, to be the division between 
the different days of which it is com- 
posed, If, therefore, the question be 
agitated, what exact portion of time 
% intended by the first day of the 
week? it can easily be settled by re- 
curring to the scriptural week. The 
first day is the twenty-four hours 
which immediately follow the seventh 
day. Ifthe seventh day ended at the 
setting of the sun, at the very same 
point the first day began, andweached 
forward to the next setting sun. It is 
conceded, that the first day of the 
week is the Sabbath of Christians; 
and what is intended by te first day, 


scriptures. Itis not what the govern- 
ments of America, England, France, 
or Russia, say on this subject, which 
decides the point. 

On the first day of the week, 
Christ arose from the dead, and, as 
far as his humiliation was concerned, 
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THE BEGINNING AND 


T will consider what has heretofore 
been conceded, as now established; 
viz. That the seventh day Sabbath 


x, L.shall now proceed to state 
my reasons for believing that the first 


tian Sabbath, is to be kept in the 
Here I would remark, 
1. If we do not. keep it in this 


ged the evening, or the going down of 


is to be wholly determined by the | 
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| lnished the work of redemption. 
Vhe whole of the day, on which this 
‘vlorious event took place, is to be 
sanctified to the Lord. It is to be 
begun and ended as before, unless the 
Lord of the Sabbath has signified his 
will, that in this respect there should 
be a change. 

2. I am led to believe that the 
Christian Sabbath is to be kept from 
evening to evening, because I do not 
find, from examining the New Testa- 
ment, that any other boundaries are 
established. It is no where said, 
rem midnight to midnight, or from 
morning to morning, shall ye cele- 
brate your Sabbath. Some think 
| that the matter is decided by the time 
| of the resurrection of Christ. I 

have already remarked, that the day 
on whiéh that joyful evert.took place 
pail of tobe Ha eaat itis Lora: 
But if the resurrection of Christ was 
designed not only to make a new 
Sabbath, but a new time of beginning 
the Sabbath, it would be necessary for 
us to know, with greater precision 
than the Evangelists have furnished 
us the means of knowing, the exact 
time when he arose. There is no 
evidence that he arose so early as the 
middle of the night; therefore, ac- 
cording to this scheme, midnight could 
not be the proper time to begin the 
| Sabbath which is kept in commemo- 
| ration of the resurrection of Christ, 
| any more than sun setting. - 
| 
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In Mat. 28. 1, it is said, “In 
the end of the Sabbath, as it began ta 
dawn towards the first day of the 
| week.” This may be thought to be 
proof of a change in the commence- 
| ment of the Sabbath. If it be so, it 
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is not any proof in favor of fixing on 
the middle of the night, for the time 
when it shall commence. But as the 
Evangelist is now speaking of the 
very day on which the resurrection 
took place, and while it was not yet 
known to have taken place, it is not 
natural to suppose that by the expres- 
sion, “It began to dawn towards the 
first day of the week,” any change in 
the time of beginning days was de- 
signed to be intimated. The Evan- 


gelist is, no doubt, to be understood | 


to say, that it began to dawn towards 
the day part of the first day of the 
week, though the twenty-four hours 
which were denominated the first day, 
had begun the evening before. 

Some may think that decisive proof 
of a change in the time of beginning 
the Sabbath, is gained from John 20. 
19: “Then the same day at evening, 
being the first day of the week.” 
This was undoubtedly the evening 
which followed the first day of the 
week. ‘Though it may seem at first 
reading, to be an argument of weight 
in favor of keeping, as holy time, the 
evening after the Sabbath; yet, I 
think, the difficulty is removed, when 
itis compared with that passage in the 
23d chapter of Leviticus, which has 
alr-ady been considered. In that 
passaze we found that what was call- 
ed the ninth day at evening, was in 
reality a par! of the tenth day. Some 
reasons were in that place assigned 
for this mode of speaking; to which 
the reader is now referred. 

In addition to the arguments which 
are directly furnished by the scrip- 
tures, in favor of making the setting 
sun to be the separating point be- 
tween the Lord’s day and the two 
other days by which it is bounded; J 
would now mention one er two which 
are suggested by reason, or the nature 
of the case. 

First. It is reasonable to suppose 
that the Creator, being infinitely wise 
and good, would: fix a boundary be- 
tween the days of labor, and the holy 
rest, which should not only be defi- 
nite, but capable of being known to 
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all: even to those who are destitute 
of every artificial means of measurin 
time. This thought needs only to be 
suggested, to commend itself to ever 
man’s understanding. It furnishes a 
strong presumption, that he who has 
said, “Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy; six days shalt thou la- 
bour and do all thy work; but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy Ged; in it thou shalt not 
do any work,” has established such a 
line of separation between his day 
and our days, as to make it easy as 
possible for us to know when our day 
ends, and when his begins; for in re- 
ality, we have no more right to take 
i the first fifteen minutes of his day, to 
‘do our own work, than we have to 
take the same portion of tine from the 
‘middle of his day. Our heavenly 
Father loves to see a tender conscience 
‘in his children. I lately heard a 
| Tract read, which delineated the cha- 
| racter of a pious, conscientious watch 
maker, whose straitened circumstan- 
ces obliged him to work at his trade 
‘until a late hour at night He was 
spoken of as making a great effort, 
‘one Saturday evening, to finish a 
watch which he had engaged to re- 
pair, and which he had intended to 
complete before the commencement 
of the Sabbath; but when he was re- 
minded by one of his time pieces, 
I that it was twelve o’clock, he imme- 
| diately laid aside his work. If this 
was a true story, I have no doubt but 


that the Lord of the Sabbath was 
pleased with the conscientiousness of 
the poor watch maker. But] thought 
with myself; what if it had been a 
poor cobler, instead of a poor watch 
maker; how would he have been able 
to determine with such exactness when 
| his own day ended, and when the 
Lord’s day began? 

Midnight appears to be a most un- 
natural separation between commen 
and holy time. Without artificial 
means of measuring time, who knows 
when it is midnight? Reasoning of 
this subject, a prior?, as logicians term 
it, we should conclude, either that the 
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rising or setting of the sun, would 
make the commencement of the sa- 
cred day, because these are starting 
poits which are most capable of be- 
ing known toall. If one or the other 
of these points is the time when the 
Sabbath is to be commenced, I think 
the weight of evidence is altogether in 
favor of the setting, rather than of the 
rising of the sun. 

Secondly. It is reasonable to sup- 
pose that God, in his wisdom, would 
notonly fix on such a divisional line be- 
tween common and holy time, as | 
could be universally known; but that 
it should also be such a one as would | 
serve to try the character of bis crea- | 
tures, and discriminate between a 
spirit of loyalty, and a spirit of diso- | 
bedience.- If the _ whic h is sepa- | 
rated to the i 
were to begin in the middle of the 
night, and end in the middle of the 
night, it is manifest that it would not 
serve to try the spirit of obedience, as 
it would, were it to begin at the going 
down of the sun. Let this matter 
have a familiar illustration. Your | 
meadow lies contiguous to that of your 
neighbor. There is an exact, well 
known line between them, si 
they are not. separated by eden! 
Now let me suppose a strip of waste | 
ground, extending several rods on | 
each side of the divisional line; would 
there, in this case, be that opportunity 
for you and your neighbor, to manifest | 
the integrity of your character, in 
keeping each one within his own lim- 
its, as there would be, if your produc- 

















live land came together, being sepa- 
rated by nothing but a mere line? 
Let this be applied to the case before 
us. The Sabbath is a sign between 
God and us. It is one of the most 
visible and striking methods by which | 
we either acknowledge him to be our 
Creator and rightful Sovereign, or dis- 
own him, and declare ourselves inde- 
pendent of his control. If the Sab- | 
bath itself is to test our loyalty, it is 
natural to suppose that our loyalty | 
should still further be tested by a 
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services of the day, at its very com- 
mencement; and our willingness to 
continue in these services to its very 
utmost limit. But if we are several 
hours in bed before the Sabbath com- 
mences, and again, before it comes 
to a close, there is no opportunity to 
give such decided proof that we are 
willing to keep the whole day, from 
one extreme boundary to the other. 

But it is said by some, that this 
manner of keeping the Sabbath is im- 
practicable. Ifthis be said, lam sure 
it has not yet been proved. It has 
been kept in this manner by whole so- 
cieties, and is stil] kept in this man- 
ner by some individuals; and, I trust, 
by some families. / 

President Edwards, when treating 
on this subject, makes a remark to 
this effect; that if the setting of 
the sun immediately brought total 
darkness, people would make their 
calculations in such a manner, as not 
to be found at that time in their fields. 
God has said, “Remember the Sab- 
bath day.” Let us only remember 
the Sabbath day, and there would be 
no difficulty in being ready to enter 
on its holy services at the very going 
down of the sun. 

Among the arguments which I 
have heard advanced, to prove that 
| Christiens are under obligation to 
keep the evening which succeeds the 
day, as a part of the Sabbath, I do 
not recollect but these two, which ap- 
pear to have any weight; viz. the cir- 
cumstance of the Saviour’s meeting 
with his disciples on that evening, 
and the more common practice of the 
Christian Church. 

The first of these arguments I con- 
sider as having the most weight. The 
circumstance of the disciples being 
met together on that evening, and the 
Saviour’s coming into the midst of 
them and speaking peace to them, 
seemed to put special honor on that 
evening. But this circumstance does 
not appear sufficient to prove a change 
of the evening of the Sabbath. It is 
but one solitary witness, whose testi- 


readiness to enter on the appropriate || mony is far trom being explicit. I 
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have heard this matter spoken of as |} am willing to concede that, in those 


though several instances had been re- 
corded of the Saviour’s meeting with 
his disciples on the evening which 
succeeded the first day of the week. 
But I can discover no instance of this 


\ 
° 
kind on record, except that in John | 
f 3ut unless this is also the time for 


20. 19: “Then the same day at eve- 


' countries where the civil day is com- 


| puted to begin at midnight, as it does 
, in this, and, I believe, in most of the 


European countries, the Sabbath is, 
for the most part, considered as begin- 
ning and ending at the same time. 


ning, being the first day of the week, || beginning and ending the Sabbath, in 
when the doors were shut where the || those countries, where their civil days 
disciples were assembled for fear of | are computed differently, it does, in 
the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the |! realitv, amount to no argument at all. 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be | I recollect to have seen it stated in an 
unto you.” We have already noticed |; Abvidgment of Morse’s Geography, 
the seeming difficulty arising fromthe || which is not now within my reach, 
expression, “the same day at eve- |i that the Russians divided their days, 





ning.” It was shown to be similar 
to what we find in the 23d chapter of 
Leviticus, where the beginning of the 
tenth day is called the ninth day at 
evening. The difficulty presented 
by the passage which we are now 
seeking to meet, arises wholly from 
the circumstance of the peculiar hon- 
or which Christ put upon the evening 
which followed his _ resurrection. 
But his meeting with them once on 
that evening, was not sufficient to 
prove it to be holy time, any more 
than his meeting with them when 
they were fishing at ihe sea of Tibe- 
rias, proved that to be holy time. 
The evening after the day of sacred 
rest 1s esteemed, On account of its 
near connexion with holy time, and 
the ordinances of God’s house, as pe- 


culiarly precious, even by those who | 


do not regard it as a part of the Sab- 
batical-day. It is an evening, which, 


-~ oa” 
| of the Christian Church. 


(i. e. their common days,) by the 


| Now, if they keep 


| setting of the sun. 


| their Sabbath from midnight to mid- 


night, it would be calculated greatly 
'to increase the weight of the argu- 
_ment arising from the general practice 
| If the Rus- 
'sians observe the Sabbath with suffi- 
| cient strictness, to manifest which 
j evening they regard as holy time, it 
| would gratify me to be informed 
| which evening it is. If this should 
| fall into the hands of any who possess 
| the information sought, let them be so 
| kind as to communicate it through the 
| medium of this periodical work. Un- 
| til such information is authentically 
| furnished, [ shall presume that Rus- 
| sian Christians have not been led by 
| the mere force of scriptural arguments, 
ito fix different lines to bound the 
| Lord’s day, from those by which they 
| bound their own days. The way in 


more than any other, is improved in || which [ account for the more general 


religious meetings; and doubtless they 
often find their risen Saviour in the 
midst of them. 
precedes their public solemnities, and 
which they consider as a part of the 
hallowed day,they more usually devote 
to the private exercises of religion. 
The other argument adverted to, in 





The evening which || 





| practice, in the countries with which 
| we are acquainted, of bounding the 
Sabbatical day by two midnights, is 


|| not at all difficult: they thus bound it 


pederane this is the way of dividing 
their common days. And this cir- 
cumstance makes it appear to them, 


that those who sanctify the Sabbath 





favor of beginning and ending the |! from one evening to another, do not 
Sabbath at midnight,is this; that this is |] keep one entire day, but a part of two 


the general practice of the Christian 


Church. 





days; namely, a part of Saturday, 
and a part of Sunday. So firmly 1s 


This undoubtedly is the argument || the civil mode of computing days 
I || rivetted on the mind, that it is often 


which produces the most effect. 
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difficult to make them understand |j ular time, have a perfect right to lay 


what we mean, when we tell them, || aside worldly discourse, and even 
that we do not keep a part of two|} worldly business. But those by 
days, since, according to scriptural || whom the evening is esteemed as a 
computation, the time which inter- |} part of the Lord’s day, have no right 
yenes between two setting suns, forms || to conform to the company into which 
but one unbroken day. they happen to fall. They have no 
A question now arises, which it is || right to secularize holy time. 
of some importance should receive a But may not those who find them- 
correct answer. May we not, as to || selves in the minority, as to the eve- 
ihe time of beginning and ending the || ning which they keep, come to a con- 
Lord’s day, conform to the practice || clusion to make a permanent change 
of those among whom we live? There || in their practice, without any altera- 
are Certain things relating to the modes tion in their opinion? For myself 
of worship, and the external regula- || 1 do not feel that I have really any 
tions of the Church, where conform- | right to change the boundaries of the 
ity to the general practice seems to || Lord’s day which he himself‘has set. 
be necessary, and of course becomes || All will grant that [ have no right to 
a matter of duty. Let me suppose a || take another day; the second, for ex- 
jew individuals to be so located, that ample, in lieu of the first. And why 
they can have no visible fellow ship || have Ia right to exchange one fourth 
with Christians, unless they unite with || partofthe Lord’s day for ene fourth part 
a people whose manner of adminis- |) of one of our own days, any more, than 
tering the discipline and government || to exchange the whole of the Lord’s 
of the Chure h, is somewhat different | day for the whole of one of our own 
from that which they conceive to be || days? How do I know that the Most 
the Gospel standard. Would it not; High had not some important end to 
be the duty of these few individuals, || answer by fixing such particular 
alter stating their own views on the | bonneteies to his hallowed day. If 
subject, to submit to the common | we think we have discovered what 
practice, rather than stand aloof from || | these are, it is our duty to keep holy 
the Church of Christ? The disci- || the time which is comprehended with- 
pline of the Church is a thing in coe limits, and leave others to pur- 
which all act together; and, therefore, || sue such a practice as accords with 
the minority must submit to the ma- | their own sentiments. 
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jority. But it is otherwise ia the 1 know not how to close this pro- 
subject which we have been consid- || trasted essay, without taking the liber- 
ering. Each individual can conform || ty to address a few words to those 
io the dictates of his own conscience, || who accord with me in the sentiment, 
with regard to the evening which he || that the holy Sabbath is divided from 
keeps as a part of the Sabbath. If || the day which precedes, and the day 
those who entertain different senti- || which succeeds it, by the going down 
ments on this subject, are providen- || of the sun. It is stated by those who 
tially thrown together on either of the’! differ from us on this point,that in real- 
evenings, it is most certainly the duty || ity we keep neither evening. Inthe first 
of that part of the company, who con- || communication of N. H. Vol. I. No. 3, 
sider the evening as secular time, to | he says‘ “Many of our forefathers ob- 
be careful to introduce no labor to be || served Saturday evening, and kept it 
done in common; nor any common | strictly. “Pheir descendants generally 
topic of reading or conversation || do no more than pretend to keep it. 
which shall have a tendency to draw || Engaged in business with their neigh- 
their friends into a snare, so as to Ge- || bors who in this respect differ from 
lile their consciences; for those who | them, bow few of them uniformly 
‘onsider this particular evening as sec- || break off their engagements before 
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sunset, and retire to holy rest!” Now 
what shall we say to this charge? | 
Shall we plead guilty; or not guilty? | 


generally to become exact and uniform 
| in making that our starting point, we 
| should greatly brighten the lainp of 
{t will do no good to deny the charge, || our profession... If it sbould prove in 
if it be trues; for our sin cannot be con- the ead, that we hac made 4 mistake 
cealed either from God or men. It | in the evenine which we reckon with 
is very wicked for us to pretend to the Sabbath, still we should not be 
begin the Sabbath at the setting of the | found guilty for profaning that time 
sun, and yet take a great part of the || which we believed was the Lord’s. 
ev ening for our worldly business; and Perhaps you will say, we couid be. 
then as soon as the next sun sets, en- || gin the Sabbath in season, if our busi- 
ter immediately on our worldly busi- ness on nn were always at home, 
ness. ©Will a man rob God?” Yet|| or if it were never intermixed with 
such a mutilation of the day which he | | the set of our neighbors: bui what 
claims as his own, is nothing better | can we du when employed al raising. 
than robbing him of his time. And || bees, at military reviews, and when 
when this 1s done from week to} obliged to attend courts of justice? 
week, without restraint; and when its || In the first place, see that you have 
succeeded by no conviction of having | no agency in appointing such things 
done wrong, nor any resolutions to do | at such a time, as almost necessarily 
better for time to come; does it not || to encroach on the Sabbath. In the 
indicate, that so far as this particular || second place, when others contrive 
in Christian practice is concerned, we business for you which will be likely 
are greatly deficient in tenderness of || to defile your conscience, refuse to en- 
conscience? gage in it. But you willsay, We are 
Wien men are pursuing their own |} compelled by the laws of our land, or 
business, they have ordinarily no ex- || we must pay a fine. But, my friends, 
cuse for their encroachments upon ho- |; you had better obey God than man. 
ly time. Let us only be devoid of a You had better pay a fine than lose 
spirit of covetousness, and be disposed | your souls. I can hardly believe, 
to render unto God the things which | however, that your country will force 
are God’s; there would then be very || you to pay a fine, for neglecting to do 
little difficulty in our being ready to || secular business on that time, which 
enter on the appropriate duties of the | you sincerely believe is sacredly de: 
Sabbath by the time that the sun ceases voted, by an injunction from the Su- 
to shine on the earth. The same writer, || preme Ruler, to his immediate service. 
who tells us that we in general do no || If government will tolerate the Qua- 
more than pretend to keep Saturday ikers in refusing to bear arms in the 
evening, acknowledges that many of || defence of their country, because they 
our forefathers kept it strictly. But if | plead that it would be doing violence 
our forefathers kept it strictly, what | | to their consciences, will it not tolerate 
hinders their descendants from doing yes in refusing to attend military re- 
the same? Let us possess their zeal || views on the last day of the week, and 
tor tae honor ef God, and their love || at such a distance from our place of 
to religion; and why cannot we keep, | residence, that we must take a part of 
and strictly keep, that evening which 
we profess to believe, as they also did, | in refusing to sit on juries, after the 
is a part of the holy of the Lord? | | commencement of what we deem to 
Are not Christian brethren greatly in || be the holy rest? If that portion of 
fault, that they donot more faithfully | | the population of this state, who are 
watch over one another, as to this par- | | agreed in their belief, that the scrip- 
ticular part of practical religion? If || tural Sabbath begins at the setting of 
we, who believe the Sabbath to com- |) the sun, had a proper degree of con- 
mence at the setting of the sun, were | scientiousness in this matter, I think 
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they would unite in a petition to the Fer the Uties Cheistion Repesitery. 
legislature, to consider their case; and THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS. 


either direct that these public appoint- 
ments should be made on other days; 
or that they might be excused from |} 56. What is the proof of the truth 
attending, when their attendance would || of the scriptures from the prophecies 
necessarily invelve their disobedience | they contain? 


‘(Continued from Vol. I, page 308.) 


to what, they consider, as the law of || Ans. None but God can foretel fu- 
the Supreme Government of the Uni- || ture events: But the scriptures con- 
verse. Surely such a petition from so || tain many predictions of future events: 
respectable a part of community, could || therefore, the scriptures are from 
not fail of meeting a kind reception God. Every good being will tell 
from an enlightened legislature of a ||truth: But we have seen, from Natu- 
frée people. ral Theology, that God is good; there- 
After having shov.n my opinion on || fore, the scriptures are true. 

the question about the time of begin- || 57- How do you answer the objec- 
ning the Sabbath, I wish it may be || tion, that the advocates of false reli- 
clearly understood, that I have not | gions have had their prophecies also? 
done this to excite the least prejudice || Ans. There is no proof that they 
against my brethren who differ from have had any real prophecies. ‘The 
me on this point. I am happy to || oracles of the Greeks and Romans, 
unite my labors with theirs, in plead- || which are principally relied upon by 
ing the cause of the Sabbath. I am ||those who make the objection, are 
fully agreed with my brethren, who well known to have been expressed 
are on the other side of the question, || in terms so ambiguous as would suit 
that the Sabbath of the Lord is a full || the event, whatever it might be. 

day of twenty-four hours. And I 1 58. Why may not the same be 
think I can say with truth, that I am || said of the prophecies contained in the 
more pleased with the strict practice || bibler 

of the man, who differs from me in | Ans. They need only to be exam- 
his epinion concerning this matter, || ined to make it evident that they 
than T am with the loose practice of | are not liable to the charge of ambigu- 





him, who is on my side of the ques- || ity. Future events are foretold as 
tion. explicitly and particularly as past 
Let all who reverence the Sabbath, || events are recorded. 
unite their prayers, their influence, || 59. Why may they not have been 
and efforts, to promote its sanctifica- | written after the events took place? 
tion. The profanation of this holy Ans. Those who are at all ac- 
day is, without any doubt, one of the | quainted with ancient history, know, 
crying sins of our land. When I see || that the Old Testament was written, 
such a flood of Sabbath profanation, || and in the hands of both its friends 
both that which is of an individual, || and enemies, long before the chris- 
and that which is of a national charac- || tian era; and that a great part of its 
ter, I feel disposed to “contend with || prophecies have been fulfilled since 
the nobles” of the land, as well as | that time. The books of Moses, if 
with men of inferior rank, “and to || no more, were translated into Greek, 
say to them, “What evil thing is this | by order of Ptolemy Philadelphus, a 
that ye do, and profane the Sabbath || heathen king of Egypt, near three 
day??? I would gladly apprize them, | hundred years before the christian era, 
that they are bringing wrath on the | and preserved in the great library he 
nation by profaning the Sabbath. |collected. But those books contain 
LEVI. || prophecies which relate to the coming 
of Christ, the degraded state and 
| slavery of the Africans, the wild and 
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ferocious character,and unconquerable || objection is founded would prove tos 
independence of the Arabs, the des much, and therefore. is a false princi: 
truction of Jerusalem by the Romans, || ple. it would prove that no fact 
the dispersion of the Jews, and the | whatever is capable of being substan. 
calamities which they have suffered || tiated by testimony. It would des- 
ever since. The prophecies ae troy historical evidence altogether, and 
relate to Babylon, Tyre, and Egypt, || compel us to disbelieve every thing for 
are equally well known to have been || which we have not the evidence of our 
in existence long before any thing took || own senses. It would justify the king 
place, which, in the ordinary course of || of Siam in putting to death the Dutch 
human affairs,could afford the least rea- | ambassador as a liar, for telling him 
son to expect such events as they point || that, in Holland, the water became so 
out; which, nevertheless, have taken || hard in the winter, that a carriage and 
place exactly according to the predic- || horses could walk upon its surface. 
tion. 63. How do you aaswer the objec- 
60. What is a miracle? tien, that other persons, not divinely 
Ans. A miracle is an event which || commissioned, have performed mira- 
takes place contrary to the laws of || cles also? 
nature. By a law of nature is meant | Ans. It is not admitted that they 
the established mode of divine opera- || have. Many such have indéed pre- 
tion. God causes the earth to re- || tended to perform miracles, but those 
volve on its axis: This is an estab- || performances have all been decep- 
lished mode of divine operation; and | tions. 
is, therefore, a law of nature. If he|| 64. Why, then, may not the mira- 
stops that revolution for a given time, || cles recorded in the bible, have been 
as he did in the days of Joshua, that || deceptions also? 
is a miracle. Ans. 'Their_nature and circumstan- 
61. How is the truth of the scrip- || ces render this impossible. The pas- 
tures proved by the miracles they || sage of the Red Sea, and of the River 
record. 





————_ — 


| Jordon, the descent of the manna in 
Ans. Those miracles are so many | the wilderness, the lengthening of the 
divine attestations to the authority of || day in Joshua’s time, the darkness at 
those at whose word they were per- || the death of Christ, and many other 
formed. Christ says, in reference to 
his miracles, “the works which the || toadmit of human agency atall. The 
father hath given me to finish, the || miracles of the bible were performed 
same works that J du, bear witness of || openly, in the presence of many wit- 
me, that the Father hath sent me.” || nesses, and in such circumstances, that 
The same truth is alleged by Peter ! they could not have been deceived res- 
on the day of pentecost; “Jesus of || pecting tem. The pretended miracles 
Nazareth, a man approved of God || of others have been performed in cit- 
among you by miracles, aud wonders, | cumstances very difierent,and such as 
and signs, whieh God did by him in|; were favorable to deception. — ‘I'he 
the midst of you, as ye yourselves al- | early opposers of christianity admitted 
sc know.” And of the apostles, it is || that the miracles of Christ and his 
said, “And they went forth,and preach- || apostles. were real, and ascribed them 
ed every where, the Lord working || to the devil. But the devil cannot 
with them, and confirming the words | perform real miracles, however inget 
with signs following.” ious he may be in the arts of deception. 





2. How do you answer the objec-|| 65. What is Leslie’s short method 
tion of Hume, that the miracles record- || of proving the truth of the scriptures? 
_ ed in the bible, being contrary to our'|| Ans. He concludes that if the mat 


experience, ought not to be believed? || ters of fact related of Moses are true, 
Ans. 'The principle on which the il they sufficiently prove the truth of his 


miracles were of such a nature as not 
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doctrines. 
of the prophets and apostles. 
prove the truth of the matters of fact, 
he thinks it sufficient that these four 


To 


things meet inthem: 1. That they 
be such as are capable of being judg- 
ed of by men’s senses. 2. That they 
be done openly, in the face of the 
world. 3. That there be public 
mouuments kept up, and actions per- 
formed, in remembrance of them. 

And 4. That snch monuments and 

such actions be instituted and do com- 

mence from the tiine the matters of fact 

were done. He then shows that these | 
four rules apply.to the principal mat- || i 
ters of fact recorded of Moses, and of | 
Jesus Christ; and do not all apply aon 
any pretended facts whatever. | 


PHILALETHES. || 
(To be continued.) 


~~ @QO«-- 


ORDINATION SERMON. 





2 Timothy, iv. 3. 


when they will not en- | 


For the time will come, 
dure sound doctrine. 
Timothy was pastor of the church | 
at Ephesus,in Asia Minor. Paul was | 
his spiritual father, and had assisted | 
in ordaining him to the episcopal 
office. It was natural, therefore, for | 
Paul to feel a warm affection for Tim- 
othy, and to take a deep interest in 
his welfare as a christian, and his use- 
fulness asa minister. Hence he wrote |) 
him his epistles on the various duties, 
trials, and encouragements of the min 
isterial office. In these epistles, it 
teaches Timothy, and through him, 
all succeeding ministers of Christ, how 
to preach and exhort, and how to live 
and conduct, on all occasions, under 
all eircumstances, and towards all sorts | 
ef persons. In the verses preceding | 
our text, the Apostle delivers a solemn 
charge to Timothy, respecting preach- | 
ing: “I charge thee, therefore, be ‘fore || 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who | 
she all judge the quick and the ddd at || 
nis appearing and his kingdom, preach 
the word; 
Gut of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, | 


|e 
? |} 





with all long suffering and docirine.” |) 


VOL. IY. 





| such doctrine? 
be instant in season and |! 
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And so of Christ, and also, In our text, he assigns the reason for 


exhorting him to preach with all long 
suffering: “For the time will come, 
when they will not endure sound doc- 
trine.” 

At the time this epistle was written, 
the congregations that attended on the 
preachers of the gospel, consisted, 
principally, of -professors of religion, 
and of such professors as generally 
gave evidence of piety. Such, we may 
presume, was the congregation of Tim- 
othy at Ephesus. It seems to be i im- 
plied in the Apostle’s words, that they 
were, then, both able and willing to 
bear a faithful and full exhibition of 
the doctrine of Christ. It is not in- 
timated that they complained, either 
of Timothy’s sermon, or of Paul’s 
| epistle to them. But the apostle, who 
had been the instrument of their con- 


| version, and had spent no less than 
| three years with them, probably ap- 


| prehended, that some of them were 
| not so sound in the faith as they ap- 
peared to be, and might in time, turn 
| away their ears from he ‘aring the truth: 
and besides, he foresaw, that the Ephe- 
sian congregation would soon, accord- 
ing to the course of nature, be chang- 
ed, and that Timothy, by and by, 
would have quite a different kind of 
hearers; some of whom would sit un- 
easy under his plain and powerful 
preaching. “For the time will come, 
when they will not endure sound doc- 
trine.” 

Now, that which Paul foresaw would 
happen, in Timothy’s congregation, 
may happen in that of any other min- 
ister, who preaches the same doctrine, 
in the same way. Itis true, as a gen- 
| eral observation, that there is a time 
when some people will not endure 
| sound doctrine. 

Here, then, let us inquire, 

I. What sound doctrine is? 

If. Who those are, that will not 
at all times, endure it? 

Ill. When they will not endure 
And, 

IV. Why they will not? 

We are to inquire, 

I. What sound doctrine is? 
18 
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The word sound, in its original and , 


proper sense, is applicable to material 
substances only; and means solid, in 
opposition to hollow; whole, in oppo- 
sition to defective; and healihy, in op- 
position to diseased. But the word 
is applied, figuratively, to a variety of 
things, both material and immaterial. 
We speak of a sound body, and a 
sound mind; of a sound oak, and a 
sound argument. In his epistles, 
Paul frequently applies this epithet to 
doctrine preached. By sound doctrine, 
he obviously means, that which is not 
false, or useless, or of a corrupting 
tendency. Sound doctrine is true, in 
opposition to the sentiments of false 
teachers and hereticks. Sound doc- 
trine is profitable in opposition to that 
which is trifling and frivolous, such as 
the Apostle calls foolish and unlearned 
questions, genealogies and eld wives’ 
fables. 
moral tendency; as, indeed, all true 
doctrine must be; for “The truth is 
ever after godliness. ” 

The doctrine which Christ preached, 
is sound doctrine. Our Lord was 
what Nicodemus acknowledged him to 
be, “a teacher sent from God.” One 
design, though by no means the prin- 
cipal one, with which he came into 
the world, was, “to bear witness to 
the truth.” This design he fulfilled, 
by teaching the being and character 
of God, the mode of the Divine ex- 
istence, the spirituality and~ perpetual 
obligation of the Divine law, the total 
depravity of mankind by ‘nature, the 
necessity of the new birth, his own 


divinity and atonement, the election | 


of grace, justification through faith, 
the perseverance of the saints, and 
the endless duration of future rewards 
and punishments. As Jesus Christ is 
“the faithful witness,” we must admit, 
that these, and all the other doctrines 
of his gospel, which he preached him- 
self, are sound. 

We must also consider that as sound 
doctrine, which was taught by the in- 
spired Apostles. 


learned of him, and spake and wrote 


their commission from Christ; so they | 


Sound doctrine is of a good 


As they received | 
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under the guidance and suggestion of 
his spirit. Whatever, therefore, is 
found in their epistles, is to be viewed 
as equally sound with the doctrines 
which Christ taught with his own 
mouth. 

In a word, all that is taught in the 
sacred scriptures, whether directly 
and expressly, or implicitly and by 
fair and just inference, is to be receiv- 
ed as sound doctrine: for ‘all scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine.” 

We are to inquire, 

It. Who those are, who will not, 
at all times, endure sound doctrine. 

The Apostle knew there were, or 
would be, such in Ephesus. ‘There 
have been such not only in that favor- 
ed city, but also in every city and 
every place, in which the same doc- 
trine has been exhibited, which Tim- 
othy preached and Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians. Who are they? Not true 
believers and real christians, surely. 
These have all received the love of 
the truth, that they may be saved. 
| They possess that true charity which 
| “rejviceth in the truth.” Just so far 
as they understand sound doctrine, 





| 
| 





| 
| 


they constantly embrace it. And, so 
far as they do not understand it, they 
are willing to wait for further light. 
Christians are of a meek and quiet 
spirit, and are rot hasty to reject and 
condemn a doctrine, because it is new 
to them, or above their present com- 
prehension. While they think for 
themselves, and call no man master, 
| they are sensible of their weakness 
and ignorance, and desire to be in- 
structed: and hence they hear with 
attention and candor, and ‘search the 
scriptures with diligence, to see wheth- 
er things are so.’ Sensible of the na- 
tive blindness of their hearts, they 
| pray for the sanctifying and illuminat- 
| ing influence of the Holy Spirit, that 
they may be led into all needful truth, 
|| although it should subvert their pre- 
|| conceived opinions and condemn their 
former practice. Such persons are 
always fed with the sincere milk of 
the word, and grow thereby in know- 
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ledge and grace. It is morally im-{| have no personal concern. If the 
possible that they should be unwilling || voice and style and manner of the 


to endure sound doctrine. 


Those, then, who, at times, will not 


endure sound doctrine, are impenitent 


sinners and unbelievers. ‘There is no 


middle class between saints and sin 
ners, believers and unbelievers, chris- 
tians and infidels. ‘They are the im- 


preacher be pleasant, they care not 
whether his doctrine be true or false. 
In this they feel too little interest either 
to love or hate, receive or reject. Like 
Gallio, they care for none of these 
things. 


5 
3. When under deep conviction, 


penitent and unrenewed only, who |} sinners are seldom unwilling to endure 
refuse to hear sound doctrine. But || sound. doctrine. ‘Though it pricks 
these are not always unwilling to en- || them to the heart, yet they generally 
dure sound doctrine. They some- || choose to hear it. Conviction is a 
times choose to have such doctrine || knowledge and belief of the truth, ac- 


preached, and hear it with a kind of |) companied with a feeling sense of one’s 
pleasure and satisfaction. Whichren- personal concern in it. When under 


ders it necessary to inquire, 

Il. When it is, that impenitent 
sinners and .unrenewed men will not 
endure sound doctrine? I answer, 

1. Itis not, when they are entirely 
ignorant of such doctrine. When 
men, however depraved in heart, are 
ignorant of the truth, they are incapa- 
ble of either approving or disapprov- 
ing, of either receiving or rejecting it. 
In this state are those, who inhabit the 
dark places of the earth, and those in 
christian lands, who never read or 
heard sound doctrine. And in the 
same state of profound ignorance many 
remain, from year to year, who hear 
the truth constantly and clearly preach- 
ed, but hear as:though they heard not, 
with listless inattention and heedless 
indifference. 

2. It is not when they are entirely 
stupid, that impenitent sinners will not 
endure sound doctrine. In this state 
mankind commence their moral exist- 
ence. ‘Man is born as the wild ass’s 
colt.” And in this state of spiritual 
stupidity most unrenewed men remain, 
even under the clear light of the gos- 
pel. Their hearts are surfeited with 
worldly cares and sensual indulgence. 
They are neither allured by the invi- 
tations of Christ nor alarmed by the 
terrors of the Lord. As they are not 
sensible of their depravity and guilt, 





genuine conviction, sinners perceive 
that the doctrines ef the gospel, which 
they believe and hate, are the only 
possible means of their own salvation, 
and that they must cordially embrace 
them or perish forever. Hence they 
feel afraid to have these doctrines con- 
cealed. However wounding to their 
selfish hearts, they choose to have the 


whole truth preached, and will take 


great pains to hear it. ‘The instances 
are rare, in which sinners under pun- 
gent conviction, are impelled by their 
enmity, to shun the light of truth, at 
the risk of their souls. 

4. Itis not when under a certain 
kind of self-deception, that sinners will 
not endure sound doctrine. Of all 
rejectors and opposers of sound doc- 
trine, self-deceivers and self-righteous 
hypocrites are the most bitter and vio- 
lent, when, through the influence of 
error and delusion, they but partly be- 
lieve it, ana only fear that it may be 
true. Such were the ancient Scribes 
and Pharisees; and such are many 
confident and ostentatious professors, 
at the present day. 

But, self-deceivers do not all disbe- 
lieve the truth. Some of them have 
been instructed, and have learned doc- 
trine. They see the truth, consisten- 
cy and reasonableness of the doctrines 
of the gospel. They perceive a kind 


so they do not feel their need of sancti- || of natural beauty in the system of Di- 


fication and pardon. Hence they re- 
gard the truths of the gospel as mat- 


ters of mere speculation, in which they |! feela kind of admiration of it, which 


vine truth, arising from its proportion, 
harmony and sublimity; and hence 
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they mistake tor love, and which leads 
them to the pleasing conclusion, that 
they have been sanctified through the 
truth. Hence they become great | 
sticklers for orthodoxy, while they 
hold the truth in unrighteousness. But, 
5. When impenitent sinners have 
some knowledge of sound doctrine, | 
are in some measure awakened to at- | 
tend to it, and see its bearing upon | 
themselves; and yet are neither very | 
thoroughly convinced of its trath, nor 
under such a strong delusion, as to || 
imagine themselves its friends; then it | 
is, that they will not endure it. | 
It now remains to inquire, | 
| 


IV. Why impenitent sinners in| 
this situation, will not endure sounc 
doctrine? | 


— 


following heads. 

1. Impenitent sinners, in the situ- 
ation described, will not endure sound || 
doctrine, because it condemns them. || 
Such doctrine, when viewed in a true | 
light, condemns all their erroneous | 


all their sinful conduct. 
2. It mortifies them. 


Hence, 

Sound doc- 
an odious light. It represents them | 
as ignorant and erroneous, through the | 
blindness of their heart, as void of ho- || 
liness ans! full of evil, vile affections, } 
and as bringing forth, from the evil | 
treasure of their heart, nothing but evil | 
things. This is more than their proud || 
spirits can brook. They cannot bear | 
to be thus exhibited to public view, | 
as ungodly, selfish creatures, hatefal || 
and hating one another, wearing the | 
moral image ofthe Devil. “So say- 
ing thou reproachest us also.” 

38. Sound doctrine alarms them. 
Tf they admit the truth of it, they must 
admit, that God abhors all their moral 
exercises and actions, and that He is 
angry with them every day. They 


doctrine, they can have no hope in 
the mercy of God, without the exercise 
of such repentance and faith as flow 


perceive, that if they yield to sound | 
from holy disinterested love, to which, | 


| and explode it. 
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of all things, they are most averse; 
and that, while able, but indisposed 
to do their duty, they are in the hand 
of God, as the clay in the hand of the 
potter, where, of all places, they are 
the most loath to be. But in this con- 
dition they must view themselves, un- 
less they can either retarn to total stu- 
pidity again, or can get rid of the 
hated doctrine. Hence they cavil 
with it, object against it, and summon 
all the powers of sophistry to refute 
And, if all other 
means fail, they exert their influence 
to silence or banish the preacher. 

[ shall now endeavor to apply the 
subject, agreeably to the present inter- 
esting occasion. 

1. We may infer from what has 
been said, that it is impossible to de- 
termine, whether a doctrine be sound 


or unsound, from the manner in which 
| it is received by those who hear it. 


In order to determine, in this way, 
whether a doctrine be sound or not, 
it would be necessary te know, pre- 
cisely, the character and state of the 
hearers: for hearers of different char- 


| acters, and hearers of the same char- 


acter, in different states of mind; may 
givea very different reception to the 
same doctrine, whether it be true or 
false. If a doctrine be sound, and be 
made clearly to appear so, it will be 
cordially received by intelligent saints; 
and it may be received by sinners 
without opposition, if they are either 
stupid, or under deep conviction, or 
are deceiving themselves with the im- 
agination that they love the truth, 
while they are only rationally convine- 
ed of it. 

And, on the other hand, a doctrine 
that is unsound, and plainly appears 
so, while it is rejected by saints, may 
be either rejected or received, by sin- 
ners, according to the state of their 
minds, as to knowledge, awakening 
and’ conviction. We must know 
whether the hearers be saints or sin- 
ners, and, if sinners, whether they are 
stupid or awakened, convinced or un- 
convinced,self-deceived,or self-known, 
before we can determine the soundness 
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or unsoundness of a doctrine, by the 
yeception with which it meets. But 
whe, except the Searcher of hearts, 
can know this? An unsound doctrine 
may be. very popular, and a sound 
one may be very offensive. The only 


standard of doctrine, is the word of 


God. *l’o the law and to the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no 
‘ight in them.” 

Let all take heed how and what they 
hear, and search the scriptures daily, 
to see whether things are so. The 
leaven of error is continually at werk. 
‘Many false prophets have gone out 


into the world, corrupting and pervert- | 
ing the word of God; and many follow | 
their pernicious ways, by reason of 


whom, the way of truth is evil spoken 
he 
at. 


’ 


2. It may be inferred from what 


has been said, that the manner in | 


which a doctrine is received, is no rule 
to determine whether it is profitable | 


o unprofitable, or whether it ought or | 


ought not to be preached. The re- 
ception given to any doctrine, true or | 
jalse, may, at the same time, be very 
different, in different places, and at | 
diferent times, in the same place, ac- 
cording as the people happen to be | 
saints or sinners, ignorant or enlight- | 
ened, in a state of stupidity, or under | 
nowerful conviction. M, therefore, we | 
were to determine the utility of a doc- 
tine by its popularity, we should be | 
kd to the conclusion, at one time, 
ihat it is unprofitable to preach the | 


rath, and at another time, that it is || s 


»rofitable to preach falsehood, and at 
il times, that true and false doctrine 
nay be equally profitable. 

If we would determine on rational 
and scriptural ground, whether a doc- 
rine be profitable or unprofitable, | 
suitable or unsuitable to be preache d, | 
he single point to be ascertained, 
this: Is it sound? The gospel is al 
‘doctrine according to godliness; and 
‘very truth comprised in this divine 
‘ystem, may be promabiy preached 
‘its proper place and due proportion; 
aid no preacher, in any piace, needs 


shun to declare to any people, all the 
counsel of God. 

3. It is as foolish as it is wicked, 
for a minister to make it his main ob- 
ject in preaching, to please his hear- 
ers. For this is an object, which he 
can never be sure ef obtaining, wheth- 
er he preaches truth or falsehood, 
ifhe preaches truth, the time may 
come, when a majority of his people 
will not endure sound doctrine. — if he 
preaches falsehood, though. he may 
please his people, so long as they re- 
main stupid, yet, as soon as they shall 
be awakened to serious concern and 
anxious inquiry, they will loathe his 
antichristian philosophy, and vain de- 
ceit. Those whose end is popularity, 
seidom attain it, and more seldom 
preserve it. The old adage holds true 
in preaching, as well asif every thirg 
else: that honesty is the best policy. 
He who uniformly preaches sound 
| doctrine, and conscientiously holds 
| fast the form of sound words, may be 
sure of the constant approbation of 
| the friends of truth; will commend 
|| himself to the conscience of « very at- 
tentive enlightened hearer, in the sight 
| of Gods and, if the Holy Spirit shall 
|| please to give his opposers repentance, 
to the acknow ledging of the truth, they 
will thank him for his faithfulness, how 
| much soever, in time past, it may have 
| wounded and offended them. 

4, Wemay learn from this subject, 
| why a real revival of religion always 
renders a people willing to endure 
sound doctrine. Wherever -there is 
a revival, sinners are changed in- 
| to saints: and saints love the truth, and 
‘desire the sincere milk of the word, 
‘that they may grow thereby.” And 
as, during the progress of a real revival 
| of religion, the number of those who 
| love the truth, increases, so their relish 

| for the truth increases just in propor- 

| tion to their growth in knowledge and 
rrace. Besides, even those, who are 
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| in a revival of God’s work, will gen- 
| erally cease to make open opposition 


e sound doctrine, and will patiently 


endure it, however painful it may be 
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to their selfish hearts, and destructive 
to their groundless hopes. 

Aad on the other nand, 

5. Our subject teaches us, why a 
spurious reformation always leaves a 
peeple more hostile to the truth, than 
it found them. ‘There may be a spu- 
rious or counterfeit reformation, as 


Ordination Sermon. 


|| both saints and sinners are willing to 
| hear sound doctrine. Saints are ever 
the best pleased with plain and dis. 
| criminating preaching, when they are 
| in the most lively and constant exer. 
cise of holy and gracious affections, 
| And if ever impenitent sinners will 


/endure the searching and humbling 





well as a real and genuine revival of || truths of the gospel, itis when awak. 


religion. It is not an uncommon oc- 
currence, for a stir and commotion to 
be excited among a people, by the 
noisy and passionate effusions of il- 
literate fanatics and designing impos- 
tors. No doubt, Satan himself, who 
knows how to transform himself into 
the appearance of an angel of light, 
may work upon the imaginations and 
passions of a people, and thus produce 
the show of a reformatiou in order to 
discredit theswork of the Holy Spirit, 
and fill the minds of men with preju- 
dice against religion. 

Bui such a false reformation always 
leaves a people more at enmity with 
sound doctrine and less willing to hear 
it preached, than they were before. 
The fact is notorious. Our subject 
accounts for it. Such a reformation 
rouses sinners, in some degree, from 
their stupidity, without either enlight- 
ening their minds, or purifying their 
hearts. This just fits them to hate 
and resist the truth, whenever they 
hear it. Besides, in such a counter- 
feit revival, which is commonly more 
rapid in it progress than a real one, 
converts are made with great facility, 
and maby impenitent sinners get a 
hope that they have passed from death 
unto life. ‘The light of truth, when it 
comes to shine upon them, shows their 
hope to be false and delusive. But 
their hope is too precious to be given 
up. Hence they hate the light, and 
consider and treat those as their ene- 
mits, who faithfully and kindly tell 
them the truth. Hence, 


6. We infer the propriety and im- 
portance of preaching the peculiar and 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel, 
in the time of a revival of religion. 
{It is proper and expedient, because, 
at such atime. more than at any other, 


| ened from stupidity, convinced of sin, 
and anxiously inquiring what they 
Shall do to be saved. It is, therefore, 
never more proper, because it is never 
more safe and acceptable, to preach 
| the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, 
| than in atime of revival. And, cer- 
tainly, it is never more important: for 
| these doctrines are the very touchstone 
|, of godly sincerity, and the only true 
‘criterion of christian character.— 
| Those, who love these doctrines, love 
| the truth, and are in the way to heav- 
/en; while those who hate these doc- 
| trines, hate the light, and are in the 
|| broad way to destruction. If, then, 
|| we would ascertain, whether a revival 
|| be genuine or spurious, and whether 
| the converts be true or false, the best 
| way, and the only sure way to deter- 
| mine, is, to preach sound doctrine. 
| A revival, that may be killed by the 

most plain and full exhibition of evan- 

gelical truth, consists in dead works, 

proceeding from a dead faith. The 

sooner such a gevival is killed, the bet- 

ter:* for its fruits are Antinomian con- 
verts, elated with spiritual pride, and, 
| of all impenitent sinners, the most 


j 


determined enemies of truth and holi- 








Ss 


ness. 
7. From the preceding discourse, 
we may learn when it is that sinners 
will be most inclined to go after false 
teachers. It is precisely at the time, 
when they are most unwilling to en 
| dure sound doctrine. It is when they 
| are awakened in some measure; but 
|| neithersthoroughly convinced, nor sav- 
ingly converted. Then, to avoid “the 
keen vibrations of bright truth,” and 
the consequent stings of conscience 
and fears of coming wrath, they will 
often flock to hear all sorts of here 
ticks, fanaticks and seducers, wh 
























seem 










pres 
pea 
say’ 
apo 
whe 
(rin 
they 
hav 
urn 
and 


A 


of t 
lemy 
doct 
It is 
00 § 
thor 
hear 
ym 
mon 
ire § 
cien 
their 
tend 
it 

tryin 
ple, 
rey ¢ 
Mast 
mens 
whol 
lis p 


sin, 





V7 
Sint t, 
ney, 
Shut 

Ey 
lema 
vorl 
well ; 





ion, 


ong | 
are al 


live 
heir 
dist 


Moy 


¥ th 









rill 


ng 
ik. 
in, 
ey 
re, 
yer 
ch 
el, 
er 
for 
yne 
rue 


yve 
avs 
Oc. 
the 
en, 
val 
ner 
est 
er- 
ne. 
the 
an 
ks, 
“he 
Det 
on- 
nd, 
ost 
oli- 


Se, 
ers 
ilse 
me, 
en- 
hey 
but 
ave 
‘the 
and 
nce 
will 


aVe- 
yho 














Review.—Smith’s View of the Hebrews. 148 


preach corrupt doctrine, and proclaim |, these latter days. And what that pur- 
peace to the wicked, to whom God |' pose is, the apostle hints, inthe 11th 
says, there is no peace. Hence the |; chapter to the Romans. “Now if the 
wostle writes, “The time will come, || fall of them be the riches of the world, 
yhen they will not endure sound doc- || and the diminishing of them the riches 
rine, but after their own lusts shall | of the Gentiles, how much more their 
hey heap to themselves teachers, |! fulness? For if the casting away of 
having itching ears; and they shall |, them be the reconciling of the world, 
urn away their ears from the truth, | what shall the receiving of them be, 
and shall be turned unto fables.” but life from the dead?” The Jewish 
And hence, | nation were Jong the only visible peo- 
8. We may learn, when a minister || ple of God. ‘They were as a people 
of the gospel is under the strongest | cut off from being such, that the door 
emptation to keep back profitable |, of hope might be opened to the Gen- 
joctrine and speak smooth things. || tiles. And their recovery is to be the 
ltis not when his hearers are either || grand means of introducing the latter 
00 stupid to attend to the truth, or so || day glory of the church. It has been 
horoughly convinced, as to desire to | a question on which the Opinions of 
hear it; but it is:;when, by the ordina- || christians have been somewhat di- 
ly means of instruction and the com- vided, whether they are to be convert- 
non strivings of the spirit, their minds || ed, and united with the churches of 
ire so far enlightened and their con- || believing Gentiles, in the places where 
siences so far awakened, as to excite || they reside, or whether they are to re- 
heir enmity to sound doctrine, and jj turn in a body to the land of their fa- 
render them unwilling longer to endure || thers. But it would seem, that a care- 
i. ‘Then the preacher is placed in a || ful comparison of the language in which 
tying situation. If, to please the peo- || their dispersion was predicted with the 
ile, he prophecy deceit, he is in dan- language in their restoration is predict- 
er of incurring the displeasure of his || ed, must remove every doubt. Events 
Master, and destroying the souls of |; are, indeed, the best interpreters ot 
men; but if he persist in declaring the | prophecy. But when it is seen, by 
whole truth, he is in danger of losing || the events which have already trans- 
lis popularity, and what is worse, of || pired respecting that nation, how lit- 
nsing his hearers. OG: 'F. erally the prophecies relating to their 
<ebee> past history have been fulfilled, no 

doubt can remain, that the prophecies 

REVIEW. which relate to their, restoration, not 

View of the Hebrews; by Ethan || only indicate their conversion to God, 
Smith, Pastor of a church in Poult- || but their literal return to the land of 
wy, Vermont. Poultney: Smith & |\ their fathers, and their actual posses- 





‘tute. 12mo. pp. 183. sion of it, according to the grant made 
Every thing relating to the Hebrews || © Abraham, to the end of the world. 
lemands the attention of the Christian || ©The work before us is divided into 





‘orld. The signs of the times, as || four chapters. The first contains a 
¥ell as the predictions of the prophets, |' brief account of the destruction of Je- 
em to indicate their speedy restora- || rusalem by the Romans, compared 
on. ‘Those branches which have so |; with the predictions of that event by 
‘ng been broken off for their unbelief, || our Lord in the 24th chapter of Mat- 
‘fe about to be grafted into their own | thew and the corresponding chapters 
live tree again. The Jews, in all || in the other gospels. ‘This the writer 
*r dispersions, have been preserved || considers not only as deeply. interest- 
distinct people, that some great and |} ing on its own accourt, but far more 





ie" | ‘i - 
“portant purpose might be answered | so when viewed as a type of the final 
| destruction of Antichrist in the last 


Y them in the providence of God in 
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days. We believe it is not uncommon 
in the scriptures for the same prophecy 
to have bec: to two events, one as 
the type, and the other as the anti- 
type. And this accounts for there be- 
ing some things said, in such cases, 
which are more strict!y applicable to 
the one, and some to the other. As 
instances of this, may be mentioned 
the prophecy in the Psalms of the 
peaceful reign of Solomon, having an 
ultimate reference to the reign of the 
Messiah, the description of the char- 
acter and conduct of Antiochus by the || 
prophet Daniel, having an ultimate | 
reference to the Antichrist of the last 
days, and the prophecy of the destruc- || 
tion of the city and temple found in 
the 24th chapter of Matthew, having 
an ultimate reference to the destruc: | 
tion of the enemies of the church imme- 
diately before the Millennium. The 
declaration, that all these things should 
come to pass during that generation, |, 
has been thought to limit the whole to 
the former event. But there are sev- 
eral things said, which seem scarcely | 
applicable, i in their strict sense, to any 
thing which then took place. See, || 
verses, 3, 14, 27—31. And the cau- || 
tion, in the 42d verse and onward, 
seems to imply that all these things | 
have an ultimate reference to some fu- 
ture time not so particularly marked. 
All these things were to be fulfilled, in 
the type, during that generation; but 
their ultimate and final accomplish- 
ment, in the antifype, would be at a} 
future period, and at a time as unex- 
pected as the coming of the flood in 
the days of Noah. But, on this sub- 
ject let us hear Mr. Smith:— 
- “A line of prophecies is found in 
the sacred oracles, which relate toa 
signal temporal destruction of the most 
notorious enemies of the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ. Those were to have a 
twofold accomplishment; first upon 
the Jews; and secondly upon the great 
Antichrist of the last days, ty pified by 
the infidel Jews. Accordingly those 
propecies in the Old ‘Testament are 
ever found in close connexion with the 
Millennium. ‘The predictions of our 
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|| Savior, in Matt. 24, Mark 13, and 
| Luke 21, are but a new edition of these 
sacred prophecies. ‘This has been 
noted, as “the destruction of the city 
and temple foretold.” It is so indeed, 
l|and more. It is also a denunciation 
of the destruction of the great Anti- 
| christ of the last days. ‘The certainty 
of this will appear in the following 
| things. New Testament writers de- 
| cide it. The Thessalonians, having 
heard what our Lord denounced, that 
| all those things he had predicted should 
take place on that generation, were 
| tre ‘mbling with the apprehension, that 
ithe coming of Christ predicted would 
|| then very soon burst upon the world. 
; Paul writes to them, 2 Thes. 2. and be- 
seeches them by this coming of Christ, 

not to be shaken in mind, or troubled 
with such an apprehension; for that 
| day, (that predicted coming of Christ, 
as it related to others beside the Jews,) 
| 

| 
1 

Christ in its more important sense be 
fulfilled. After the Roman govern- 

ment, which hindered the rise of the 
man of sin, should be taken out of the 


was not to take place on that genera- 
' , . 
way, Paul says, “Then shal! that wick- 
1 
| 
\ 
| 
| 





| plished, before the noted coming of 


tion. It was not to come, till the An- 
tichristian apostacy came first; that 
man of sin was first to be revealed. 
This long apostacy was to be accom- 
ed one be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and destroy with the brightness 
of his coming.” Here then is the pre- 
dicted coming of Christ, in its more 
interesting sense, in the battle of that 
great day, which introduces the Mil- 
lennium. Here is a full decision that 
| these noted denunciations of Christ al- 
'luded more especially (though not pri- 
marily) to a coming which is still fu 


| 

| 

| “The same is decided by Christ 
| himself, i in Rev. 16. After the sixth 
| vial, in the drying up of the Turkish 
LE uphrates, three unclean spirits 0! 
| de evils, like frogs, go forth to the kings 
f the earth, and of all the world, t¢ 
| 
lg 


The 


Sens 


gather them to the great battle. 





awful account is interr upted by this 
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notice from the mouth of Christ, verse 
15, “Behold, 1 come as a. thief. 
Blessed is he that watcheth and keep- 
eth his garments; lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame.” This is as 
though our Lord should say, Now the 
time is at hand, to which my predic- 
tions of coming as a thief, principally 
alluded.’ Now is the time when my 
people on earth shall need to watch, 
as I directed, when predicting my 
coming to destroy first the type of 
Antichrist, and secondly the antitype. 
“The predictions in the prophets, 
which received an incipient fulfilment 
in the destruction of Jerusalem, were 
to receive a more interesting fulfilment 
in Christ’s coming to destroy his anti- 
christian foes. ~ Hence it is, that the 
seventh vial is called, (Rev. 16. 14,) 
“the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty;” clearly alluding to that 
great day noted through the prophets. 
And of the same event it is said, (Rev. 
10. 7,) “the mystery of God shall be 
finished, as he hath declared to his 
servants the prophets.” Here again 
the allusion clearly is to the many 
predictions in the prophets of the de- 
struction of the enemies of Christ’s 
kingdom, which were to receive an in- 
cipient fulfilment in the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and a far more interesting 
one in the sweeping from the earth the 
last antichristian powers, to intreduce 
the millennial kingdom of Christ. 
We accordingly find those predictions 
through the prophets cléarly alluding 
to the last days, and the introduction 
of the Millennium. , 
“Viewing the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, then, as but a type of an event 
now pending upon antichristian na- 
lions, we peruse it with new interes¢; 
and it must be viewed in the light of a 


Most impressive warning to this age of | 
the world. The factions, madness, | 
and self ruin of the former, give but a | 


lively practical comment upon the va- 
tous predictions of the latter. Three 
2reat and noted factions introduced the 
destruction of Jerusalem. And of the | 
destruction of Antichrist, we read, | 
perhaps alluding to that very circum- | 


y 0 li. I V. 
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stance,) Rev. 16. 19, “And the great 
city was divided into three parts.” 
Then it follows, “and the cities of the 
nations feil; and great Babylon came 
in remembrance before God, to give 
unto her the cup of the wine of the 
fierceness of his wrath.” In the des- 
olation of Gog and his bands, faction 
draws the sword of extermination. “I 
will call for a sword against him 
throughout all my mountains, saith the 
Lord God; every man’s sword shall 
be against his brother.” Ezek. 38.21. 
| “The great coalition against the 
| Jews, in the time of Jehoshaphat, was 
destroyed by the sword of mutiny and 
faction. 2 Chron. 20. And in allu- 
sion to this very battle which God 
fought for his church, the vast coali- 
tion of Antichrist, in the last days, 
| when the Jews are restored, is said to 
be gathered “to the valley of Jehosha- 
phat.” See Joel 3. The various cir- 
| cumstances of the destruction of Jeru- 
| salem, afford a lively comment on the 
| many denunciations of the battle of 
| that great day of God Almighty, which 
/awaits the antichristian world; while 
it is fully evident, that they more es- 
pecially allude to the tremendous 
scenes of judgment, which shall intre- 
| duce the Millennium.” pp. 42—45. 
| The second chapter is entitled, “The 
certain restoration of Judah and Is- 
| rael.”” The object of the writer, in 
this chapter, is to show, that both the 
|| Jews and the ‘Ten Tribes will be re- 
| stored to the promised land. In proof 
| of this, he mentions, 1. The preser- 
|| vation of the Jews, as a distinct peo- 
|| ple, which shows that God has great 
‘| things in store for them as Jews. 2. 
That this people have never yet pos- 
sessed all the land promised to them, 
nor any part of it so dong as promised. 
See Gen. 15. 18, and 17. 8, Ex. 23. 
31, Deut. 11. 24. He refers, 3. to 
the predictions concerning the restora- 
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‘| tion of both Judah and Israel, in sev- 


follo.ving passages: Ezek. chapters 36, 
37, 38, and 893; Isa. ch. 11, 16, 18, 
60, and 66; Amos, ci. 9; Jer. ch. 23, 
and 30; Joel, ch. 3; Zeph.ch. 3; Hes. 
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ch. 1, 2, and 3; and Deut. ch. 30. 
He then observes, 4. That, “to give a 
mystical import to all these prophe- 
cies, and say they will be fulfilled only 
in the conversion of the ancient people 
of God to Christianity, is to take a 
most unwarrantable liberty with the 
word of God;” and especially, as their 
conversion and return are spoken of, 
in some of them, as distinct things, both 
of which are promised. And he ar- 
gues, 5. That, as the threatenings to- 
wards them, of being cast off and dis- 
persed, have had a literal fulfilment, it 
would appear that the promises of their 
return are to have a literal fulfilment 
also. 

The third chapter is entitled, “The 
present state of Judah and Israel.” 
The author makes a few observations 
on the present state of the Jews, and 
the efforts now making to christianize 
them, and then says, “My present ob- 
ject is rather to attend to the present 
state of the Ten Tribes of Israel. This 
branch of the Hebrew family have long 
been “outcasts,” out of sight, or un- 
known as Hebrews. ‘Phe questions 
arise, Are they in existence as a dis- 
tinct people? If so, Who, or where 
are they? These are queries of great 
moment, at this period, when the time 
of their restoration is drawing near.” 
He then remarks, 1. That it has been 
already ascertained that the Ten 
Tribes are to be recovered and re- 
stored with the Jews. 2. From this | 
it tollows, that the Ten Tribes must 
now have, somewhere on earth, a dis- 
tinct existence, in an outcast state. 3. 
A passage is cited from the writer 
of the Apochryphal book of Esdras, 
which savs of the Ten Tribes, that, 
after they were carried away by Shal- 
manezer to Media, “They took this 
counsel among themselves, that they 
would leave the multitude of the hea- 
then, and go forth inte a further coun- 
try, where never man dwelt, that they 
might there keep their statutes which 
they never kept [that is, uniformly as 
they ought,] in their own land. There | 
wus a great way to go, namely, of a 


year and a haif;” ‘and further ‘de- ! praise to Jak; 
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scribes them as journeying to the north. 
east. ‘The author then proceeds as 
follows: 

“4, Let several suppositions now be 
made. Suppose an extensive conti- 
nent had lately been discovered, away 
north-east from Media, and at the 
distance of a year anda half’s jour- 
ney;” a place probably destitute of 
inhabitants, since the flood, till the 
ltime of the “casting out” of Israel, 
Suppose a people to have been lately 
discovered in that sequestered region, 
appearing as we should rationally 
expect the nation of Israel to appear 
at this period, had the account given 
by the writer in Esdras, been a fact. 
Suppose them to be found in tribes, 
with heads of tribes; but destitute of 
letters, and in a savage state. Sup- 
pose, among their different tribes, the 
following traditionary fragments are, 
by credible witnesses, picked up; 
some particulars among one region of 
them, and some among another; 
while all appear evidently to be of 
the same family. Suppose them to 
have escaped the polytheism ef the 
pagan world, and to acknowledge 
one, and only one God; the Great 
Spirit, who created all things, seen 
and unseen. Suppose the name re- 
tained by many of them for this 
Great Spirit, to be Ale, the old He- 
brew name of God; and Yohewah, 
whereas the Hebrew name for Lord 
was Jehovah; also they call the 
| Great First Cause, Yah, the Hebrew 
juame being Jah. Suppose you find 
most of them professing great reve- 
rence for this great Yohewah, calling 
him “the great beneficent supreme 
holy Spirit,’ and the only object of 
worship. Suppose the most intelli- 
gent of them to be elated with the 
idea that this God has ever been the 
head of their community; that their 
fathers were once in covenant with 
him; and the rest of the world were 
“the accursed people,” as out of cov 
enant with God. Suppose you find 
them, on certain occasions, singing in 
| religious dance, “Hallelujah,” 
also singing Yokewah, 
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Shilu Yohewah,* and making use of 
many names and phrases evidently 
Hebrew. You find them counting 
their time as did ancient Israel, and | 
jn a manner different from all other | 
nations. They keep a variety of re- | 
ligious feasts, which much resemble 
those kept in ancient Israel. You 
find an evening feast among them, in | 
which a bone of the animal must not | 





be broken; if the provision be more || 


than one family can eat, a neighbor 
must be called in, to help eat it, and 
if any of it be still left, it must be 
burned before the next rising sun. 
You find them eating bitter vegeta- 
bles, to cleanse themselves from sin | 
You find they never eat the hollow of | 
the thigh of any animal. They in- | 


form that their fathers practiced cir- | 


cumcision, Some of them have been 
in the habit of keeping a Jubilee. 
They have their places answering to 
the cities of refuge in ancient Israel. 
In these no blood is ever shed by any 
avenger. You find them with their 
temples, (such as they be,) their ho- 
ly of holies in their temple, into which | 
itis death for a common person to | 
enter. They have their high priests, | 
who officiate in their temples, and | 
make their yearly atonement there, in | 
a singular pontifical dress, which | 
they fancy to be in the likeness of | 
one worn by their predecessors in an- | 
cient times, with their breast-plate, | 
and various holy ornaments. ‘The | 
high priest, when addressing to his | 
people what they call “‘¢he old divine | 
speech,” calls them “the beloved and | 
holy people,” and urges them to im- | 
itate their virtuous ancestors; and | 
tells them of their “beloved land | 
flowing with milk and honey.” They | 
tell you that Yohewah once chose | 


their nation from all the rest of man- 
kind, to be his peculiar people. That | 
a beok which God gave, was once | 
theirs; and then things went well 
with them. But other people got it 
from them, and then they fell under | 
the displeasure of the Great Spirit; | 





* Shiloh Jehovah; the Messiah was predicted under | 
this name, 


eee 
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but that they shall, at some time, re- 
gain it. ‘They inform you some of 
their fathers once had the spirit to 
foretel future events, and to work 
miracles. Suppose they have their 
imitation of the ark of the covenant, 
where are deposited their most sa- 
cred things; into which it is death for 
any common people to look. All 
their maies must appear at the temple 
at three noted feasts ina year. They 
inform you of the ancient flood; of 
the preservation of one family in a 
vessel; of this man in the ark sending 
out first a great bird, and then a little 


lone, to see if tl waters were gone; 
| that the great one returned no more, 


but the little one returned with a 
branch. ‘They tell you of the confu- 
sion of languages, once when people 
were building a great high place; and 
of the longevity of the ancients; that 
they “lived till their feet were worn 
out with walking, and their throats 
with eating.” 

“You find them with their tradition- 
al history that their ancient fathers 
once lived where people were dread- 
fully wicked, and that nine-tenths of 
their fathers took counsel and left 
that wicked place, being led by the 
Great Spirit into this country; that 
they came through a region where it 
was always winter, snow and frozen. 
That they came te a great waiter, 
and their way hither was thus ob- 
structed, till God dried up that water; 
(probably it froze between the islands 
in Behring’s Straits;) you find them 
keeping an aanual feast, at the time 
their ears of corn become fit for use; 
and none of their corn is eaten, till a 


part of it is brought to this feast, and 


certain religious ceremonies _ per- 
formed. You find them keeping an 
annual feast, in which twelve men 
must cut twelve saplin poles, to make 
a booth. Here, on an altar made of 
twelve stones, on which no tool may 
pass, they must sacrifice. You find 
them with the custom of washing and 
anointing their dead. And when in 
deep affliction, laying their hand on 
their mouth, and their mouth in the 
dust. 
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“tew of the Hebrews. 


“Suppose you should find things like || dence, for more than half a century; 
these among such a people, without }\ and new light has been, from time to 


books or letters but wholly in a savage 
state,in a region of the world lately dis- |) 
covered,away in the direction stated by 
the aforenoted writer in the Apocry- 
pha; and having been ever secluded 
from the knowledge of the civilized 
world; would you hesitate to say you 
had found the Ten Tribes of Israel? 
and that God had sent them to that 
sequestered region of the earth, 
keep them there a distinct people, dur- 


ing an ‘outcast’ state of at least 2500 4 


years? Would you not say we have 
just such kind of evsdence, as must at 
last bring that people to light among 
the nations? And would you not say, 
here is much more evidence of this 
kind, of their being the people of Is- 
rael, than could rationally have been 
expected, after the lapse of 2500 
years in a savage state? Methinks 
J hear every person whisper his full 
assent, that upon the suppositions 
made, we have found the most essen- 
tial pile of the prophet Ezekiel’s val- 
ley of dry bones! 

“5, Those things are more than 
mere suppositions. Itis believed they 
are capable of being ascertained as 
facts, with substantial evidence. Good 
authorities, from men who have been 
eye and ear witnesses, assure us that 
these things are facts, But you in- 
quire, where, or who are the people 
thus described? ‘They are the Abori- 
gines of our own continent! Their 
place, their language, their traditions, 
amount to all that has been hinted. | 
These evidences are not all found | 
among any one tribe of Indians. Nor 
may all the Indians in any tribe, 
where various of these evidences are 
found, be able to exhibit them. It is || 
enough, if what they call their belov- 
ed aged men, in one tribe, have clear- 
ly exhibited some of them, and others | 
exhibited others of them; and if 
among their various tribes, the whole | 
have been, by various of their beloved 
or wise men, exhibited. This, it és 
stated, has been the fact. Men have 
been gradually perceiving this evi- 


| time, shed on the subject, as will ap. 
pear.” pp. 76—81. 

The writer states the following 
heads of argument: 

“i. The American natives have 
one origin. 

Their language appears to have 

been Hebrew. 

“3. They have had their imitation 


o |} of the ark of the covenant in ancient 


| Israel. 

“4. They have been in the practice 
of circumcision. 

“5. They have acknowledged one 
and only one God. 

“6. ‘Their variety of traditions, his- 
torical and religious, go to evince that 
| they are the Ten ‘Tribes of Israel. 

“7, The celebrated William Penn 
ems accounts of the natives of Penn- 
sylvania, which go to corroborate the 
same point. 

“8. Their having a tribe answer- 

| ing in various respects, to the tribe of 
Levi, sheds further light on this sub- 
ject. 

“Q, Several prophetic traits of cha- 
racter given of the Hebrews, do accu- 
rately apply to the Aborigines of 
America. 

“10. The Indians being in tribes, 
with their heads and names of tribes, 
affords further light upon this subject. 

“11. Their having an imitation of 

|| the ancient city of refuge, evinces the 
| truth of our subject; and, 
yj “12. Other Indian rites, and vari 
|| ous other considerations, go to evince 
the fact that this people are the Ten 
|| ‘Tribes ef Israel.” pp. 84, 85. 
These heads of argument are illus- 
I! trated and supported, by Mr. Smith, 
in a very interesting manner, by ex- 
tracts from a variety of authors, tray- 
ellers, traders, and other s, some ol 
whom had resided among the Indians 
for a long period, and become inti 
| mately acquainted witn their customs 
‘| and traditions. And he refers, for 





| further particulars, to Mr. Boudinot’s 
“Star in the West,’ in which he 
says itis ascertained that “Spaniards, 
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Portuguese, French, English, Jews, 
and Christians, men of learning, and 
the illiterate, and sea-faring- men, all 
have united in the statement of facts, 
which goto indicate that these Indians | 
are the descendants of Israel!” He || 
then asks, with great force, | 
“What account can be given of all | 
this, but that here are the very Ten | 
Tribes? ‘These tribes must be some- 
where on earth. Where are they: 
How can they be known? Whence 
cane our native Americans? What 
other account can be given of their 
traditions, their language, Hebrew 
words and phrases, (the radical lan- | 
cuage of their tribes,) and the broken | 


fragments of the ancient economy of 
Israel running’ through so many of 
them? Jt would be far wilder, and | 
more difficult to account for these | 
things on any other principle, than to | 
say, we have evidence that is satisfac- | 
tory, of having found, at last, the very | 
valley of the dry bones of the house | 
of Israel. The facts stated of them, 
must, on every other principle, appear 
most unaccountable, not to say mirac- 
ulous.” pp. 127, 128. 

The fourth chapter of this work is | 
entitled, “An address of the prophet | 
Isaiah, relative to the restoration of | 
his people.” It is a commentary on | 
the 18th chapter of Isaiah, which the 
writer supposes is an address to the 
American nation, calling upon them, 
ina friendly manner, instead of de- 
houncing a woe, as it is translated in 
the common bible, “Ho, land shad- | 
owing with wings;” and exhorting 
them to go as swift messengers to as- || 
sist with their ships in gathering the || 
dispersed of Judah and the outcasts 
of Israel, and bringing them as a pres- | 
ent to the Lord of hosts to Mount || 
Lion; and connecting, as is usual in 
the prophets, the return of the Jews || 
and the introduction of the Millenni- | 
um, with the cutting down and tread- | 
ing under foot of the vine of the | 








| 
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work well worthy the attention of the 
christian public, and we cordially re- 
commend it to our readers. We do 
not profess to be entirely convinced 
that the American Aborigines are the 
Ten Tribes of Israel. We had re- 
garded the idea as rather fanciful; and 
supposed that there were but few re- 
semblances between them and the 
Hebrews, and that these were to be 
accounted for by their being rather of 
patriarchal than of Hebrew origin. 
But we have been surprised to find so 
many resemblances as this book exhi- 
bits, and feel utterly unable to account 
for them on any other supposition 
than that here are indeed the long lost 
Ten Tribes. We think, however, 
that it would be an improvement ina 
second edition, which we hope will be 
called for, if the evidence of that fact 
were summed up a little more dis- 
tinctly, and if the Indian customs and 
traditions which are supposed to be of 
Hebrew origin were more distinctly 
compared with the similar customs 
and institutions of the Hebrews, and 
at the same time distinguished from 
those which were patriarchal. Such 
an improvement would be easy for 
Mr. Smith to make, and would exhi- 
bit the evidence in a clearer and more 
convincing light. 
SIGI= 
For the Utica Chiistian Repository. 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY—BY BUNYANUS. 


CHAPTER V., 


Then the Interpreter took the _pil- 
grims out into a field, which they 
saw a man carefully ploughing, and 
preparing it to castin the seed. ‘Then 
he bid the pilgrims ask the man why 
he did so; and the man answered, that 
he carefully prepared his ground, and 
sowed his seed, because he believed 
that all things take place according to 
an immutable decree; and that this 
decree establishes a firm connectien 


earth, and giving its branches for a || between the means and the end; and 
prey to the fowls of the mountains || that if it was decreed that he should 


and the beasts of the field. 
On the whole, we think this Litwe | 


reap a harvest, it was equally decreed 
that he should plough his field, and 
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sow his seed. He was therefore using |} with them. It is certain, whatever 
the appointed means, in order to se- || may be pretended, that men never do 
cure the desired end. use any means to attain an end, any 

Then the Interpreter took them to |; farther than they suppose there is some 
an adjoining field, which was untilled, || established connection between the 
and growing up with weeds, while the || means and the end; that is, they never 
owner was sitting idle, with his hands |] use means any farther than they be. 
folded, and looking at his ground, to || lieve in the doctrine of decrees. Some, 
see what would take place. So the || indeed, who wish to keep God out of 
Interpreter bid the pilgrims ask him || their sight, call this a law of nature; 
why he did so differently from his || but that is only another name for the 
neighbor, and he answered, that he | fixed decree of the Author of nature, 
did not, like him, believe that events || And here we see the self-contradiction 
take place according to any fixed and || of those who say, if it is decreed they 
established order; and consequently, {| shall be saved, they shall be, whether 
that he thought he should be just as || they use the means of salvation or not; 
likely to reap a harvest, if he did no- || or if it is decreed they shall be lost, 
thing to his field, as if he should culti- | they shall be, let them do what they 
vate it with ever so mach diligence; || will. Either they do not believe the 
and not wishing to bestow his labor || decrees, or they love sin and are deter- 
for nought he was taking his ease, and || mined to live in it. Ifthey believed 
waiting to see what his ground would || the means and the end were connected 
produce. together by an immutable decree, and 

Then said Thoughtful, [think I ua- || had a sincere desire to secure the sal- 
derstand the meaning of these things. || vation of their souls, they would be 
But the men act contrary to what is disposed to use the means of salvation 

| 








frequently represented as the natural |] with all dilizence. ‘They would ex- 
effect of their belief. The beliet that || pect that “whatsoever a man soweth, 
every thing takes place according to a jj that shall he also reap.” 
fixed deeree is often thought to be Then he took them to another place, 
adapted to discourage men from using || where a judge was seated upon his tri- 
means, instead of being an encourage- || bunal, and several prisoners were 
ment. | Standing before him, who had been 
In. That is often said, indeed; but || engaged in rebellion against their law- 
it must be said without much reflection. | ful government; and on due trial had 
These men act in exact consistency || been convicted of their crimes, and 
with their belief. The first believes j} were now about to receive their sen- 
that all things take place in a reguiar || tence. The judge spoke to them on 
order, which is established by an im- || the blessings of good government, and 
mutable decree. He believes that this || pointed out the enormity of their of- 
decree establishes a firm connection || fence, in endeavoring to destroy it and 
between the means andthe end. And || introduce anarchy and confusion. He 
this belief prompts him to use means || pointed out the wisdom and equity of 
in order to attain the end; for he || the law, which doomed them to con 
knows that if the means fail, the end || finement for life in the public prison. 
will also fail. While the other man He showed how reasonable it was that 
does not believe the doctrine of decrees || those who had endeavored to sacrifice 
at all. He doesnot believe that there || the interests of a whole community, t0 
is any established orcer of events. || the gratification of their own wicked 








And consequently, he feels no induce- || passions, should now have their own 
ment to use means; for he thinks every || interests given up in order to secure 
event is matter of chance, and that he || those of the community. He pointed 
is as likely to attain the end in one || out, for the warning of others, the mis 
way as in another, without means, as || ery they had thus brought upon them 
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selves; and in a most feeling manner, 
pronounced upon them the sentence 
of the law. He then deliverad them 
into the custody of the officers whose 
business it'‘was to put the sentence in 
execution, charging them, at the same 
time, to inflict no more upon them than 
the law demanded. Then I saw, that 
all the spectators were deeply moved, 
and with one voice acknowledged the 
justice and humanity of the judge, and 
the propriety of the sentence which 
had been pronounced. And even the 
prisoners themselves had nothing to 
say against it, but acknowledged both 
his justice and his goodness. 

Then said the Interpreter to the pil- 
srims, Take notice of these things, and 
settle them deeply in your minds. 

Pil. We doso. But what is the ex 
planation? 

In. Did you notice the appearance 
of the judge? 

Pil. We did. 

In. Did he appear hard, or cruel, 
or malignant? 

Pil. Notatall. He appeared com- 
passionate and merciful, though strict- 
ly just. 

In. Did he seem to have any regard 
for the good of the criminals whom he 
condemned? 

‘Pil. He did seem to have the ten- 
derest regard for them, and was much 
moved when he pronounced the sen- 
tence. | 

In. If he had any regard for their 
good, why did he not acquit them? 

Pil. He said that the public good 
required their condemnation; and it 
was right that their private interest 
should be given up in order to secure 
the interests of the community, which 
they had endeavored to destroy. 

In. Just so. The judge acted a 
perfectly disinterested part. He val- 
ued the happiness of the criminals ac- 
cording to its real worth; but he valu- 
ed the good of the community more, 
because it is worth more. And so he 
gave up a less good, to secure a greater 
food, which was doing right. And 
the criminals themselves felt constrain- 
‘d to acknowledge both his justice and 
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his goodnes. ‘This case then illus- 
trates the conduct of our Lord the 
King, in the treatment of his incorrigi- 
ble enemies. He does not pronounce 
the sentence of the law upon them, and 
doom them to perpetual confinement 
in his public prison, because he has 
any pleasure in their sufferings. He 
is full of compassion, and of great 
mercy. ‘He doth not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men. He 
has no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked.” He values their happiness 
according to its real worth; but he 
values the public good more than the 
happiness of those individuals, because 
itis worth more. And so, to secure 
the public good, he gives up the pri- 
vate good of those individuals, and 
dooms them to suffer the punishment 
which their crimes deserve. And 
when he shall de this, in the presence 
of the whole assembled universe, they 
will all be convinced that he is just and 
good, in so doing. Even his enemies 
will have nothing to say against it; 
but every mouth will be stopped. 
Then he took them to another place, 
where he showed them a vast crowd 
of people, of a most wretched appear- 
ance, clothed in rags, and starving 
with hunger. Near them stood a large 
storehouse, abundantly furnished with 
provisions and clothing for them all. 
And several servants of the owner of 
the storehouse were employed in‘going 
round among the miserable crowd, 
and inviting them to come to the store- 
house and receive a supply for all their 
wants, “without money and without 
price.” But the pilgrims beheld, that, 
when invited, they “all with one cone 
sent hegan to make excuse.” So the 
servants returned and told their lord 
that they could not persuade any to 
come. Then their lord said, they de- 
serve indeed to perish with hunger; 
but yet, I will not have all this pro- 
vision made, and fail in my benevolent 
purposes. Go again, and invite them. 
So the servants went again, and repeat- 
ed their invitations, and added many 
entreaties; but still without success, 
till at length their lord sent an invisi- 
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ble agent who had power over the 
heart, with directions to ge to certain 
individuals of his selection, and make 
them “willing in the day of his pow- 
er.” So when he touched their hearts, 
they complied with the invitations ad- 
dressed to them, and came to the store- 
house, and received freely whatsoever 
they needed. But the rest still con- 
tinued to refuse; and some of them 
treated the servants who invited them 
very ill, and loaded them with every 
kind of obloquy and reproach. 

Then said the Interpreter, have you 
considered these things? Why do 
these miserable creatures perish with 
hunger? 

Th. There appears to be enough in 
the storehouse for them all, so that 
those who perish, do not perish for 
want of provision made for them. 

In. No, they perish through their 
own fault. ‘They will have no one to 
blame but themselves. 

Th. But will not the provision be 
wasted? Why was provision made 
for them all? Did not their lord know 
that none would accept it but such as 
his invisible agent made willing? 

In. Yes; their lord knew it. wat | 
the provision will not be he as 
Their lord does nothing in vain. And 
if it answered no other purpose, it was 
necessary that provision should be 
made sufficient for the whole, in order 
that all might be sincerely invited to 
come; and that they might know that 
the offer was sincerely made, so that 
they might be fully convinced that they 
could blame no one but themselves. 
And besides, this provision is of a pe- 
culiar nature. As the brazen serpent 
lost none of its efficacy to cure the bit- 
ten Israelites after any number had 
looked upon it, so this provision suffers 
no diminution by the number of those | 
who partake of it, but always contin- | 
ues in the same abundance, after thou- 
sands and millions have been supplied. 
Just as much was necessary to be 
made for those who are supplied; and 
no more would have been necessary 
for the supply of all. 

Zh. But will not some of them | 


complain of their lord for not making 
all willing when he had the power 
to do it? 

In. They may complain, for they 
are very unreasonable creatures; and 
are seeking occasion to complain of 
their lord. But who will think they 
have any reason to complain, when 
they have their own choice, and might 
come if they would? What reasona- 
ble man will ever complain of another 
for giving him that which he chooses 
for himself? 

Th. Please to explain this to us 

more fully. 
In. Those miserable objects which 
you saw are rebels against their right- 
ful lord and sovereign, and by their 
own wicked and foolish conduct have 
brought themselves into their present 
wretched state. They are starving 
with hunger, and clothed in rags; and 
they must perish soon if they are not 
relieved. ‘Their lord, as you see, in 
the greatness of his compassion, has 
made abundant provision for them all, 
and offers it to them freely, on the ea- 
sy condition of their accepting it as a 
| free gift to the ill deserving. Butthey 
| will not accept it. They hate their 
| lord, and choose rather to perish, than 
to be indebted to him for any favor. 

| Such are the rebels against our Lord 
the King. Such were we all by na- 

ture, being “children of wrath even as 

others.” The Prince Immanuel has, 

by his death, made abundant provi- 

sion for the whole world. And in 

consequence of this provision, his ser- 
| vants are sent forth to invite all to 
; come. All might come if they would. 
But so great is the perverseness of theit 
hearts, that they will not come to him 
| that they might have life. And now, he 
| might justly leave them all to perish ia 
their sin and folly. But he has gra 
| ciously determined that they shall not 
He has determined to 
leave. comse.cif-théen to perish, for the 
glory of his justice, and to make others 
the monuments of his grace. And he 
sends forth the Holy Comforter to 
change their hearts and make them 
| willing. As soon as he touches theif 
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yearts, by his invisible, but Almighty 
agency, they become willing, and free- 
ly and voluntarily accept the offered 
mercy, while the rest perish in their sins, 
and receive according to the just demer- 
it of their crimes. But you ‘ee, that 
though there is abundant provision of 
food and clothing in the store house, it 
does no good to any till they come and 
receive it. They must come and accept 
itas a free gift. This is the candition 
which they must perform, or die. ‘This 
shows the difference between the work 
of atonement, and the work of redemp- 
tion. The atonement consisted in ma- 
king the provision. Redemption: con- 
sists in making them partakers of that 
provision. ‘The atonement is sufficient 
for all, but it is only applied to a part.— 
The atonement has been styled a cover 
for sin. The garments laid up in the 
store house may be styled a cover.fer the 
nakedness of those wretched creatures; 
but they donot actually become a cover 
of their nakedness, till they put them on. 

Then he took them again‘to a prison, 
and looking into it. they saw a number of 
crimiaals who had been tried and found 
guilty of certain crimes. They were 
condemned already, and the wrath of 
their King abode upon them. And as 
they looked, they saw the King’s officers 
come to the prison, with a free and full 
pardon for a part of them, and a warrant 
for the execution of the sentence upon 
ihe rest. So a-part of them were set at 
liberty, and the rest were led away to 
suffer the sentence of the law. — 

Then said the piigrims, what means 
this? 

In. You see here an illustration of 
the sovereignty of our Lord the King. 
As these men were all justly condemned 
for their crimes, so all his rebellious sub- 
jects are condemned already. But as 
the end of punishment, in every gaod 
government, is not the gratification of 
malignant feelings, but the promotion of 
the public good, and thesenterce of the 
law is executed only where the public 
good requires it, and when the public 
good will admit of it mercy is exercised 
in the pardon of offenders; so our Lord 
the King will promote the honor of his 
name, and the highest interests of his 
holy kingdom, by extending pardoning 
mercy to some, and executing the pen- 
alty of his law upon others, exactly as 
the public good requires. But, as you saw, 


that all these crin.inals were guilty and-!! 


YOoL. IY, 
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justly condemned, and their King, hay- 
ing determined to show mercy to a part 
of them, made his own selection of the 
objects of his mercy; soour Lord the 
King chooses out of those who are in 
the like condemnation whom he will 
have the objectsof his mercy, and whom 
he will make the monuments of his jus- 
tice. Mercy is his own prerogative; and 
he has a right to bestow it when and 
where he pleases. And this sovereignty 
of his is an atniable and benevolent 
sovereibnty; not being exercised capri- 
ciously, but according to the dictates of 
infinite wisdom and goodness. 

Then said the Interpreter, I will show 
you a little more. So he took them to 
another place, and they saw a wounded 
man supported by several attendants, 
and the surgeons examining his wound. 
They saw also the man who had wound- 
ed him, in the hands of the officers of 
justice, who were about to lead him 
away to his*trial. Then said the 
surgeons, we have examined the 
wound; and we find, that the wounded 
man had, in his vital parts, a disease, 
which would soon have destroyed his life, 
had it not beenopened. But this wound 
has opened the part, and will probably 
save his life. Then they followed the 
man who had inflicted the wound fo the 
court of justice, and he was put upon his 
defence. He said he had indeed inflict- 
ed the wound with the intention of kill- 
ing the other; but since it appeared from 
the report of the surgeons that he had 
saved his life, he claimed not only an ac- 
quittal from the charge laid against him, 
but the reward promised to such as save 
the life of another. But the court deci- 
ded, that he must be judged according 
to his intentions; and since these were 
criminal, he must suffer the punishment 
which the law annexed to his offence. 

Then said the pilgriais, what means 
this? 

In. This shows the folly of those who 
teach that wtility constitute, virtue.— 
The man who wounded his fellow, had 
murder in his heart. By the hand of 
Providence, however, hi8 weapon was 
so directed, that he saved the life he 
intended to destroy. He really accom- 
plished good, while he intended evil. 
But the court justly decided, that though 
he had not accomplished the evil he in- 
tended, he was still criminal, and must 
be punished accordingly. Judas also, 
who betrayed his master, and those whe 
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condemned and crucified him, really 
accomplished good, while they intended 
evil. They accomplisired the wise and 
benevolent purpose of our Lord the 
King, thus to provide an atonement for 
the sins of the world, for which we all 
have occasion to rejoice and give thanks 
to the King, and to the Prince Immanu- 
el, who consented thustodie. But these 
wicked men intended evil and were just- 
Jy condemned for it; and some of them, 
at least, if not,all, felt and acknowledged 
it, and condemned themselves. And so 
itis in all cases. While wicked men in- 
tend evil by what they do, our Lord and 
King intends and accomplishes good by 
itall. So that, while we blame and 
condemn them for their wicked design 
in what they do, we have occasion to 
bless and praise our Lord the King for 
the good which he designs and thus ac- 
complishes. 


~ @@O~- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
PREVALENT VICES. 


No people have greater cause to ex- 
ult in their high privileges, than the peo- 
ple of the United States. Their happy 
climate, productive soil, extended sea- 
board, navigable rivers and artificial ca- 
nals—as also their excellent government 
and regular administration of justice, the 
enlightened state of society,and, general- 
ly speaking, correct habits of the people, 
and above all their inestimable moral 
and religious institutions, form a cata- 
logue of rich blessings from the benefi- 
cent Creator, some of which are peculiar 
to this country. Yet onthe other hand 
many moral evils are to be deprecated. 

Among these the profanation of the 
Sabbath, is not the least. Practised to 
an alarming extent, and sanctioned by 
high authority, the hope of a reformation 
can hardly be indulged. If the officers 
of our state and general governments in- 
dulge in travelling, festive circles, par- 
ties of pleasure, and excursions for mere 
amusement on the sabbath, the laboring 
man, who depends on his earnings for 
the support of his family, will scarcely be 
restrained from servile labor on that holy 
day. In thestates of Greece and Rome, 
in their most prosperous days, patriotism 
was considered a cardinal virtue, but 
without piety to the gods (such as they 
were) it was thought a man could not be 
a true friend to his country. How as- 





tonishing that the rulers of a : 





Prevalent Vices. 


community should stand in less need of 
religion than the heathen! Or is the 
christian religion so much more worth- 
less than the senseless and stupid my- 
thology of the ancients? In public 
speeches, allusion is eften had to the 
happy state of our country, as if we 
were peculiarly favored of God. Let us 
then, for a moment, listen to what he 
said to his pecutiar people of old, in Le- 
viticus, chapter 26, 33-85, verses “And 
I will scatter you among the heathen, 
and will draw out a sword after you; and 
your land shall be desolate, and your 
cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy 
her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, 
and ye be in your enemies’ land; even 
then shall the land rest, and enjoy her 
stbbaths. As long as it lieth desolate it 
shall rest; because it did not rest in 
your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.” 
How far this tremendous threatening 
may be applicable to the people of our 
country, let the candid judge. 

Another evil, of a very prominent 
character, is intemperance; which like 
a mortal contagion is putrifying the very 
life-blood of community. It spreads 
desolation through all the walks of life. 
No age, nor condition, nor sex is exempt. 
It has, by its ravages, prostrated some of 
the first talents; and some, too, high in 
office and the public estimation. It has 
entered some of the happiest families, and 
enveloped itself in disorder, misery and 
death. And, painful to act, it has insid- 
iously entered the pale of the church, if 
not the sacred desk! The church has 
seen, but with too much supineness, a 
beloved sister, together with her baptized 
children, the dear lambs of the flock, the 
slaves of an intemperate husband and fa- 
ther. And what is worse than slavery, 
doomed to perpetual mortification and 
disgrav”, the inseparable consequences of 
his beastly habits. What can be done 
to arrestt he progress of this fell destroy- 
er? What has been done? Individual 
exertion has been made. Well written 
essays have been published, in all direc- 
tions, to portray the evil and its conse- 
quences; but still it continues—And still 
increases. It seems to have become 
systematized. The farmer raises his 
grain with a view to sell the surplus to 
the distiller—the distiller manufactures 
his whiskey for the retailer—and che lat- 
ter, in all good conscience sells to ev- 
ery drunkard that can pay him; and 
shields himself under the stale and falla~ 
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Religious Experience. 


cious excuse that if he don’t supply the in- 
temperate, others will. 

Essays, however appropriate and well 
written, can never reach the malady. 
The drunkard wili not read them. And 
the farmer, the distiller, and the retailer, 
will never make application to them- 
selves, so long as their business is consid- 
ered lucrative and reputable. For the 
same good reason, individual effort will 
be but thrown away, in the unequal con- 
flict with strong avarice and stronger ap- 
petites. The question again returns in 
all its foree—What can be done? The 
question is vastly momentous. It in- 
volves the fate of thousands; and per- 
haps too, that of the best interests of our 
country. Is public feeling sufficiently 
excited on the subject? Have exertions 
been made in any iastance, correspen- 
dent to the magnitude of the object? If 
acts of piracy are detailed, every bosom 
swells with becoming indignation—If 
slavery is contemplated, every heart 
bleeds with commisseration, and the 
mighty energies of a Wilberforce are 
exerted with untiring assiduity—If a 
war is to be maintained, the whole phis- 
ical force of a nation is put in requisition 
-——If a canal is to be made, the feelings 
of a whole community are enlisted—If 
an election approaches, who is uninter- 
ested? who is inachve2—If a city is at- 
tacked by a contagious-fever,what alarm, 
what precaution, what sacrifices are 
made to leave the devoted city, in the 
fond hope, to escape, by flight, the atmos- 
phere of disease and death. But intem- 
perance, which is daily increasing upon 
us—intemperanee, which has already 
slain its thousands, and its tens of thou- 
sands—intemperance, which kills both 
body and soul, is contemplated with ap- 
parent apathy! ke S. 


eID) 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
Messrs. Epirors, 

Thinking the following narrative of a 
religious experience may be a means of 
promoting the cause of piety, I transmit it 
tor publication. A. 

From early childhood, I have been 
the subject of serious impressions. At 
the age of about nine, I commenced 
prayer. When about sixteen or seven- 
teen years old, [ resolved to quit the sin- 
ful pleasures of youth, and render obedi- 
ence tothe divine commands. I viewed 
various systems of religion. I read the 


re AA 


193 


scriptures. But God’s cornmands I did not 
keep. After having endeavored te estab- 
lish myself in various religious opinions, I 
became violently opposed to the doctrine 
of divine sovereignty. Because that doc- 
trine was declared in the scriptures, I 
almost concluded they were not the 
word of God. Some infidel writers 
strengthened my doubts. When about 
three or four and twenty, my mind was 
involved in awful darkness. 'The bible 
Ihad read considerably; but to the doc- 
trine of election, which that reveals, I 
was greatly opposed. I now believed 
the scriptures were the word of God. 

After continuing some time in a state 
of wretchedness, [heard Mr. preach 
a sermon en the deetrine of election. 
Soon after having heard this sermen, J 
had a clear view of the doctrine. I firm- 
ly believed it. I concludedI was one of 
the elect; that Christ died for me, and 
therefore greatly rejoiced: My hope of 
heaven was founded ona speculative view 
of the doctrine of election, accompanied 
with a belief that Christ died for me in 
particular. J have since seen that my 
hope was a false one. 

At the time of this conversion, I had 
been. thinking of the practice Jf law. 
Indeed, I-had previously comm .nced the 
study of that profession. But being am- 
bitious, and wishing to be one of the first 
i religion, because I had professed to be 
a christian, with very little prayer, with- 
out much consideration, and with no 
right motive, I concluded: to. prepare for 
the Gospel ministry. 

After studying awhile for the minis- 
try, and at the distance of more than a 
year from the period of my conversion; af- 
ter much searching and many.fears,I was 
brought to: the conclusion that my hope 
was builton the sand. I was constrained 
to give up my hope. I had felt convic- 
tion of sin before abandoning my hope; 
but as soon as that was given up, convic- 
tion rushed more powerfully into my 
mind. J felt my sins deeply; especially 
some particular ones. I felt guilty be- 
fore God. Fora number of days I was 
the subject of deep conviction of sin. I 
saw clearly that for my sins I deserved 
eternal death. I saw no way to escape 
that death. I felt that God would be 
just in destroying me; but I was unwil- 
ling justice should take place. With 
such views and feelings, my mind labor- 
ed in unspeakable anguish; for my sins 
pressed heavily upon me. I had a deep 
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sense of guilt, and found no relief. IT 
could see none. I thought I should be 
Jost; —that God would be just in sending 
me to hell; but I was unwilling ta go 
there. I opposed God’s justice. After 
being thus convicted for some time, see- 
ing my sins many, great, and exceeding- 
Jy aggravated, as I was viewing the jus- 
tice of God in my condemnation, think- 
ing I should be sent to hell; but being 
unwilling to be cast off, I not only saw 
that God would be just in my condem- 
nation, but I also saw that were I destroy- 
ed, his justice would shine conspicuously 
glorious. The instant I saw my con- 
demnation would be a means of ren- 
dering the justice of God glorious, I felt 
perfectly willing to sink into hell, that 
God might be glorified. I gave up all 
opposition to God, and felt willing 
to be in hell forever. But, as I gave 
up, and felt willing God should glorify 
himself by destroying my soul, I had a | 
mental or heart view of the Savior; and | 
my soul, instead of sinking to hell, as | 
I had thought it would, were I willing 
God should destroy me, rested on the 
Lord Jesus. My feelings at this mo- 
ment, I cannot describe. I had seen the 
glory of divine justice. I now saw the, 
gloty of the Saviour. I felt that I should | 
praise God in hell, for [thought that I 
should go there. 

A few days after this change, the | 
thought occurred to me that what I had | 





experienced was a change of heart, and 
that instead of sinking to hell, I should | 
be received to heaven. ~ When this 
thought first struck my mind, it seemed 
to recoil at it. I had seen clezrly that 
were I destroyed, God would glorify 
himself in my destruction. I thought I 
should be destroyed; and chose rather 
to have God glorified, than be saved. 
But soon I received a hope of heaven. 
It is now several years since this change; 
but I still feel willing God should save 
or destroy me, as shall be most for his 
glory. 

It is my earnest desire that no one 
commence study for the ministry, as I 
did, without right motives; and that none 


be deceived with a false hope. | 


—=tlt= 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ANSWER TO A QUESTION. 
Messrs. Eptrors, 
In your number for January, I ob- |! 
serve a request to have the fact ac- 





Answer to a Question.—The Offence of the Cross. 


counted for, that professed christians 
oe so generally “disposed to think 
favorably and to speak well of those 
who fall short of them in their reli. 
gious sentiments, but to think less fa- 
vorably, and to speak less kindly of 
those who go beyond them, even ina 
smaller degree than the others fall 
short.” If none of your correspond- 
ents have furnished a more satisfac- 
tory answer, I would offer the follow- 
ing: ‘ 

When a man falls short of me in 
his religious sentiments or practice, it 
makes me think well of myself, be- 
cause I conclude I am better than he. 
But when a man goes beyond me in 
his religious sentiments or practice, he 
seems to condemn me. When he em- 
braces certain truths that I am unwil- 
ling to embrace, and produces plain 
declarations of scripture in support 
of them, it makes me feel conscious 
of being at variance with the Bible; 
and it displeases me to be thus put in 
the wrong. When a man performs 
greater acts of self-denial, and mani- 
fests more patience and meekness 
under injuries, and shows more of a 
christian temper on all occasions than 
I do, I cannot but feel a painful and 


|| mortifying consciousness of my infe- 


riority. This displeases me, and pro- 
vokes me to endeavor to lessen the 
estimation in which he is held, by 
speaking unfavorably of him; and 
since I cannot rise to his standard, to 
endeavor to bring him down to mine. 
EGO. 
SIDI 

THE OFFENCE OF THE CROSS. 

The grand difficulty with the Chris- 
tian community, is to maintain that 
marked distinction from the world 
which the Gospel enjoins. It must be 
supported at the expense of great self 
denial and vast mortification. We in- 
herit those qualities in nature which 
meet with a most powerful impulse from 
the attractions of wealth, honor, and 
pleasure on the one hand, and which 
would shun the frowns of the infidel, the 
sneers of the formalist, and the ridicule 
of the licentious on the other. In these 


circumstances of peril,.the soul must be 
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armed with more than ordinary strength {| and all that gaudy show which excites 
to move unhurt amidst these obstacles to || the admiration, the envy, and desire 
spiritual advancement. Too frequently || of the world; and how many among 
the corruptions of our natures set in with }| those, claiming the appellation of Chris- 
such violence that we are carried away || tian, will be found wearing these marks? 
in the current of worldly alluremenis. ||; More than human scrutiny is required to 
And again our danger perhaps is never || point their distinction from the world, or 
more serious, than when the violence of || show “that they are seeking a better 
opposition is softened by the arts of the |} country.” And who of the world will 
adversary, and we are cheated by the de- || harm you if ye be followers of their ex- 
jusion, that the offence of the Cross has || amples? And what offence will vou 
ceased; as though the enmity of the || give them to prate against the world in 
heart was less dreadful when covered by || the pulpit or the conference on Sunday, 
a plausible exterior, and as though the || and on Monday give it your salutation 
treachery of Judas was less fatal because || and take it by the arm? The Cross wiil 
executed under the token of friendship! || give no offence under these circumstan- 
Perhaps there never was a period || ces. And shall things continue thus in 
when religion had a more extended in- || the churches and none cry aloud and 
fluence, or greater efforts were made for spare not in this age of conformity? 


its promotion; and, probably at no time | Bap. Reg. 
was there ever greater reason for caution | 009 
to the churches as to the reception of | SOCIETY ISLANDS. 


members, and a greater call for the exer- | Rev. Mr. Ellis, the English missionary, whe 
cise of discipline, than the present.— 


The spirit of popularity prevails to a 
high degree, and what was once dis- 
grace has now become an honor. 

Once persecution and reproach were 


spent six years among the natives of the 
Society Islands, presented in an address 
of considerable length, at the Monthly 
Concert in Boston, the following cescrip- 


attached to the profession of Christiani- || tion: 
ty, but now it claims a title tohonor and || Before the Arrival of the Missiona tes. 
distinction in the world And _ how is I —Before the artival of the English mis- 


all this? Is the world accommodating |; sionaries, in 1797, these isles of the sea, 
itself to the religion of Jesus, or are pro- || were scarcely known to the civilized 
fessors of his name amalgamating with } world. -Nature appeared in all her hea- 
the world? And is this confederacy | then and degraded wildness; the light 
sanctioned by the Statute Book of truth? | of Christianity had not reflected a sin- 
Methinks not; but the denunciation of gle ray from either continent, to illumine 
treason is proclaimed against such an their gloomy and lonesome shores. The 
amity, in this terrific sentence, “if any || female sex were compelled to perform a 
one be the friend of the world he is the || great share of the labor and drudgery, and 
eneray of God.” And is the offence of || not permitted to eat from or even touch 
the dish, used by the other sex. Intoxi- 

| 


the Cross never to cease? Never! we re- 
ply, until the kingdom and the domin- | cation was general, the liquor used for 


ion under the whole heaven shall be giv- 
en to the saintsof the Most High. Un- 
til then, all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus, shall suffer persecution. Let the 
transforming power of the spirit of | 
Christ rectify our spiritual vision, and | 


this purpose being derived from a sort of 
fruit which grows spontaneously on the 
Islands. Theft was universally practised, 
and considered a virtue. Sorcery pre- 
vailed to an extensive and almost incred- 

| ible degree. More than two thirds of 
we should see such monstrous deformi- | the infants brought into existence, were 
ties in the professing world as would || destroyed either by being strangled, 
make angels weep, though the world || drowned, or burnt alive. Children were 
may rejoice. If we enter a place of pub- || equally cruel to their parents and tor- 
lic resort, we see professor and non-pro- mented and murdered them under very 
fessor in their intercourse so similar, || aggravated circumstances. The govern- 
that the merry jest, the hearty langh, | ment of the islands was worse than sa- 
the vain conversation, very ofien share vage—for the slightest offence, the king 
equal reciprocity. If we cast an eye at | or chief sometimes despatched his sub- 
earthly magnificence, costly equipage, jects with a club or spear—sometimes or- 
drilliant attirement, splendid furniture, || dered them to be buried alive tn an erect 
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position, with their heads just above the 
surface of the ground—and sometimes 
they were decapitated, or put in an old 
canoe, bound hand and foot, and sunk 
in the depths of the sea. These wretch- 
ed people, worshipped idols of wood and 
stone—offered their children in sacrifice 
to their deities, and even gave them into 
the mouths of sharks, which they suppos- 
ed to be gods—and threw them into 
burning volcanoes, to appease the wrath 
of the gods, and prevent an eruption. 
When they built places of worship or 
temples for their gods, every pillar and 
post were bottomed on a human body. 
Their wars were distinguished by barba- 
rous and horrid cruelties—not an indi- 
vidual of a vanquished foe was spared; 
mothers and children, the aged and in- 
firm, were alike the victims of their fero- 
city. 

After the arrival of the Missioxarie:.— 
These islands still enjoy the same healthy 
climate, the same fertile soil, and the 
same picturesque and romantic scenery 
as formerly; but instead of the lowly and 
miserable hut, they now possess com- 
fortable and substantial cottages. Every 
station now contains two or three school- 
houses and a meeting house. Men and 
women appear decently and properly 
clad;industry generally prevails; tvranny 
is abolished; sick relatives and friends 
are visited and assisted, and charitable 
societies are formed for this purpose; 
government is established on Christian 
principles; courts of justice and trials by 
jury, are in successful operation; the 
power of the king is limited, and wars 
are almost unknown. Idolatry, sorcery, || 
poisoning, and infanticide, are totally 
abolished; and the ruins of heathen tein- 
ples are employed in building churches 
to the living God. There are now about 
twelve thousand persons able to read 
understandingly—three thousand chil- 
dren are under instruction, and all the | 
books used in schools are derived from 
the Scriptures. ‘Pwenty-eight houses | 
of public worship are already built, and 
are frequented by large congregations. 
Family worship is instituted and sacred- 
ly observed. Prayer meetings and 
Sabbath schoois are formed and univer- 
sally encouraged; 8000 persons have 
been baptized; eleven churches have 
been formed, cuntaining in all two thous- 
and members; and tie ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper is administered on the 
first Sunday in every month. Several 





American Tract Society.—American Bible Society, 


of the adjacent islands have been visited 
by natives; and an apparent mora] 
change has marked their course. 

Tliese surprising and powerful chan- 
ges, Mr. Ellis remarked, were not effect. 
ed by an invading army, by sorcery, by 
terror, or by bribery; but by simply 
preaching Christ the hope of sinners, 
In March 1797, the first mission was 
established; but in 1807, a cruel war 
broke out among the chiefs, and all the 
missionaries, save two, were compelled 
to flee. [n 1811, they returned, and re- 
sumed their labors. In July, 1812, the 
| first king was baptized; and during 
the same year, fortv-seven were baptized; 
and their numbers-and zeal, and happi- 
ness, have continued to increase to the 
present time.—Zvon’s Herald. 


—<ILGIe> 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 





| Meeting of Delegates. 
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We understand that a meeting of def- 
egates from the principal Tract Socie- 
ties in the United States, is to be con- 
| vened in this city on the Tuesday next 
| preceding the 2d Thursday in May, for 
the purpose of examining the Constitu- 
tion which has been adopted, proposing 
| any amendments which may be thought 
expedient, and giving a shape to the 
) whole plan of the Society’s operations. 
| The measures which have been taken, 
} 





are considered merely as preparatory to 
that meeting of the following day, when 
the whole inay receive the sanction of 
the Christian community. <A copy of 
the Constitution of the Society has been 
sent to the principal Tract Societies in 
ithe United States, that it may be taken 
up and examined, and every point duly 
weighed previous to the meeting of del- 
egates, It is believed that the plan, 
in its principal outlines, will receive the 
approbation of Evangelical Christians 
generally; and it is to be hoped, that 
when the wisdoma of all the Tract Socie- 

ties shall be concentrated upon it, it 
will be made to meet the approbation of 
all. d¥. -B Ob, 


<—stLlic— 


American Bible Society.—The Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety, ata meeting held on Thursday, 
elected three Secretaries for Domestic 
Correspondence, viz. The Rev. S. 5S, 


Woodhull, D. D. of Brooklyn, the Rev. 
Tho’s Macauley, D. D. of the church in 
Rutgers street, and the Rev. Mr. Som- 
| mers of the Baptist church in this city: 
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Cherokee Literary Society.—Missionary Intelligence. 


Yeretofore the duties of that depart- 
ment of the Society have been gratu- 
itously performed by a single officer, 
and the Rev. Dr. Woodhull has filled 
the place for nearly five years past, in 
the most able, faithful, and satisfactory 
manner. But the operations of the So- 
ciety have become so extended and la- 
borious, that it was found necessary to 
increase the number. This has been 
dene with the view of avoiding as far as 
possible, all expense to the institution. 
The present Secretaries render their 
services freely and without reward, and 
it is hoped that by dividing the labor, 
they will be able to perform their seve- 
ral duties without interfering essentially 
with their professional duties.—M. FY, 
Daily Adv. 
~ MDB ae 
CHEROKEE LITERARY SOCIETY. 


A remarkable proof of the rapid ad- 
vance of the Cherokees in the adoption 
of the ideas, the habits, and the pur- 
suits, which characterize a civilized com- 
munity, is furnished, by the fact, that a 
Moral and Literary Society has lately 
been formed among them. Its objects 
are indicated by its title. Mr. David 
Brown has been appointed to deliver an 
oration, in the English and Cherokee 
languages, at the first anniversary. Mr. 
John Ridge, who communicated an ac- 
count of the Society to the Editors of 
the ‘*Boston Recorder and Telegraph,” 
speaks of it thus: 

**It has been well received; and gen- 
tlemen of the first respectability have 
approved of it, and have enrolled their 
names on the list of members. ‘The 
word Literary is used asa part of the 
Society’s denomination. As it is not 
intended, it is presumed it will not be 
expected, that eloquent dissertations on 
general science, or literary discoveries, 
will emanate from this infant society.— 
Its disposition to improve, and hold the 
fond connexion of fraternity with other 
societies in the United States of the 
kind, will be an excitement to its mem- 
bers, to drink as plentifully, as their 
means will admit, from scientific foun- 
tains already opened, and as others shall 
flow in future times. 

The late Council resolved to establish 
a National Academy at New-Town, the 
Cherokee seat of government. An ed- 
ifice for the Academy is to be built of 
brick, forty feet square, two stories 
high, with four chimneys, and eight 
fire-places. The lower room will be 
furnished with sufficient seats and desks 
for the convenience of students. 


—_——————$ 
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The Cherokee language is now re- 
duced toa system. Mr. George Guess, 
a Cherokee who does not understand the 
English, has invented alphabetical char- 
acters, consisting of eighty-six, each be- 
ing a sound or syllable. In this way the 
Indians now correspond with their Ar- 
kansaw brethren with facility. The Le- 
gislature, in consideration of the bene- 
fit which Mr. Guess has conferred on the 
Nation, by reducing and forming the 
language into system, resolved that a 
silver medal, bearing a suitable inscrip- 
tion, be procured and presented to him, 
as a testimonial of their gratitude to him 
for his useful discovery. The limits of 
a newspaper column would not be com- 
petent to admit a full account of this 
Nation’s improvement. The effects of 
the laudable policy of the General Gov- 
ernment, and the Missionary Societies 
of the United States, are strikingly dis- 
played in almost every family of this 
Nation. 

How long they will be permitted to 
enjoy these benefits, time only will 
show. Civilization has shed the beams 
of gladness among the people. Reli- 
gion’s lamp is seen to luminate the dark- 
ness of ignorance. The Indians know 
their value, and with fond delight, an- 
ticipate a time, when liberality will 
place them on a footing with other na- 
tions, whose merits have not been sac- 
rificed by prejudice on oblivion’s altar. 
As long as republican consistency is res- 
pected by the United States, may we 
still expect the last relics of the Abori- 
ginal race, will yet enjoy a shelter un- 
der the General Goverument’s protec- 
tion. The wilderness begins to ‘*bud 
and blossom asthe rose.” The Cherg 
kees are now decidedly convinced, tJ 
civilization is by far preferable toa 
ter’s life. Surrounded,as they are, by 
American people, they are proud 
knowledge their connexion with t 
nited States,to adopt her principle 
model their incipient government 
republican basis. The Cherokee 
connected with the United State 
friendly ties. They derive thei? 
perity, bounties, and securities 
her; and they perfectly depend on 
magnanimity. C. Star! 

—=tlI~ 
MISSIONARX INTELLIGENCE. 


The Missionary Herald for April, 
communicates among others, the follow- 
ing facts. 

The village of Kirua, Owhyhee, con- 
tains about 3000 inhabitants; and within 
30 miles around, there are not less tha 
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20,000 inhabitants, clustered in different 
villages. On the whole island are at 
least 75,000 —The preaching of the 
gospel is now statedly enjoyed at five 
stations, and on four different islands. — 
Of the 18 children which have been 
born in the Sandwich Islind mission, 
since its establishment five yearsago, 16 
are still hving.—The Owhyhean Hymn 
Book, consisting of 60 pages, and con- 
taining 47 **Songs to Jehovah, the true 
God,” has been completed, and an edi- 
tion of 2000 copies published. It is 
the joint production of Mr. Binghan and 
Mr. Ellis. 

The number of children inthe Schools 
of India, established by various Associa- 
tions, chiefly in England and America, 
is supposed to be not less than 50,000. 
In one of the Tranquebar schools, sup- 
ported by the Church Missionary Socie- 
ty, out of 52 scholars, 45 are Brah- 
mins. In the Serampore College, are 
seven Brahmins. 

At the latest date of letters from Mr. 
Fisk, Oct. 20, 1824, he was at Aleppo, 
in company with Mr. King, pursuing 
the study of Arabic, under the instruc- 
tion of Mussulman Shekhs. They ex- 
pected to spend the winter in Jerusa- 
lem. 

The formation of more than 50 Mis- 
sionary Associations, according to the 
plan recently adopted by the Bo.rd, is 
announced in this number of the Herald. 

Receipts into the Treasury from Feb. 
list, to March 20th, inclusive, $3,447, 
with the addition of $200 to the perma- 
nent rund.—Rec. & Tel. 
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Installation. —On the 30th of Feb. last, 
Rev, Anryan Crane was installed as 
or over the Congregational Society 
restmoreland. 
. Professor Monteith, of Hamilton 
re, presided and commenced the 
es by imploring the divine bles- 
Rev. Mr. Hopkins; of Sanger- 
offered the introductory prayer. 
Mr. Coe, of New-Hartford, deliv- 
, the sermon from 2 Corinthians, 2. 
16. Rev. Mr. Robinson, of Hano- 
Society, Paris, offered the installing 
yer. Rev. Mr. Bushnell, of Vernon, 
ve the charge to the Pastor, and Rev. 
r. Eells, of Westmoreland, late Paster 
of the congregation, gave the charge 
to the people. 
iTtica, offered the concluding prayer. 
‘The services were solemn and appropri- 
ate—The congregation large and unu- 
sually attentive; and the singing highly 


reditable to the choir and their leader 
























Installations. —A Question.—Utica Missionary Depository. 


Transactions of this kind are calculated 
to impress the mind with a sense of that 
solemnity which all must feel in the day 
of final decision.—Western Recorder. 

The Rev. Erastus Cole was installed 
over the congregational church in Wor- 
cester, N. Y. on Wednesday the 23d of 
February. Introductory prayer by the 
Rev. William Fisher; Sermen by the 
Rev. Seth Williston; Installing prayer 
by the Rev. Stephen Fenn; charge to 
the Pastor by the Rev William Salisbu- 
ry; right hand of fellowship by the Rev. 
Abel Caldwell; Charge to the people by 
the Rev. J. J. Buck; concluding prayer 
by the Rev, Archibald Bassett. 

The Rev. Abel Caldwell was installed 
over the congregational church in West- 


an adjacent town on the day fol- 


| 
| 


punishment? 


| , , 

| Utica Missionary Depository, 

Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from the Ist 
to the 20th of April, 2825. 


Utica, Mon. con. 
Hamilton, from the Relig. Char. So. of young 


lowing. Introductory prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Bassett; Sermon by the Rev, 
Mr Fenn; installing prayer by the Rev. 
David Harrowar; charge to the Pastor 
bythe Rev. Mr Fisher; right hand of fel- 
lowship by the Rev. Mr. Cole; charge to 
the people by the Rev. John Morse. On 
each day the churches were well filled. 
The exercises were highly respectable 
and the music good .— Communicated. 

At New Stockbridge, March 10th, Rev. 
Jesse Miner. Sermon by Rev. O. Lyman. 

At Sangerfield, over the Presbyterian 
church March 16th, Rev. Daniel C. Hop- 
Sermon by Rev. John Frost. 

— Ke 
Messrs. EpiTors, 

If the following question can have a 
place in your valuable paper, and thereby 
elicit a candid discussion from some of 
your correspondents, a constant reader 
will be gratified. 

Is the present holiness of belicvers, as 
really deserving of future reward, as the 


present sin of unbelievers is of future 
L. 8. 


kins. 
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people, by Mr. Nathaniel Lathem, 10 00 
| Paris, Mr. Israel Scofield, a donation, 1 50 
i Adams, Mon. con. by Rev. John Sessions, 2 of 





‘| Moscow, Mon. con. $17,80; coll. on thanks’g 
| day, $3,85, by Rev. S. J. Mills; from a 
friend of miss. %1; two little boys, 50c, 
} each, to be sent to Ceylon, for a boy whose 
name is Benjamin Tappan, 


tev. Mr. Brace, of || Champion, from the F. M. Soc. 1 00 


|| Prattsburg, Mon. con. 18,20; Laboring Soe. 
1 15; Capt. David Judson, &1,50; Messrs. 
i FE. & B. Bridges, for Ceylon beneficiaries 
and general purpeses, $30,30, 5 00 
—-— 
Amount, 112 15 
ARITAH THOMAS, Agent 
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